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1018 Manila
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NHPCG/CG-8
STANDING OPERATING PROCEDURE
NUMBER........co ot comvnrecemnssinmnrenes 03-21

GUIDELINES FOR THE INSPECTION OF RECREATIONAL WATERCRAFT FOR THE
PROMOTION OF SAFETY OF LIFE AT SEA

< REFERENCES:

A. Chapter lil of SOLAS 1974, as amended

B. Philippine Merchant Marine Rules and Regulation, 1997 as amended
C. HPCG SOP Nr. 05-01 09 July 2001

D. HPCG/CG-8Memorandum CircularNo.02-14 Dated 18 April 14

L. PURPOSE
This Standing Operating Procedure (SOP) prescribes the guidelines and procedures

governing the Implementation of Memorandum Circular (MC) No. 02-14 on Guidelines for the
Inspection of Recreational Watercrafts for the Promotion of Safety of Life at Sea, dated 16 April

2014. .
] SCOPE

This SOP applies to all Philippine Coast Guard Districts, Stations and Sub-Stations having
jurisdiction to all registered owner (s) operator (s) of watercraft engaged in recreationa! activities.

Iv. DEFINITION OF TERMS

A. Banana Boat — is a recreational inflatable boat used in beaches and carries
passengers towed by a Recreational or Personal Watercraft.

B. Designated Areas ~ refers to the location at sea identified by the PCG specifically '
for use of recreational watercrafts.

C. Designated Owner/ Operator — refers to an individual or entity that will represent

corporations or organizations that operate business establishment engage in
recreational watercraft.
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Operator/Driver of Watercraft - is the person who operates the watercraft on the
water and steers towards direction.

Personal Water Craft (PWC) — a type of motor boat powered by jet pump, not
propellers, which is specially designed to be operated by a person or persons
sitting, standing, or kneeling on a vessel rather than inside as vessel( i.e Jet ski).

Recreational Water Crafts (RWC) — refers ali watercrafts that are exclusively
used for pleasure and waterborne activities such as PWC, banana boat, dragon
boat, kayak boat, motor boat, human powered, parasail and sailboat.

Owner(s)/Operator(s) Declaration for Safe Operation (ODSO) — a document to
be accomplished by owner(s)/ operator(s) to ensure that their watercraft are
continuously comply to the prescribed safety requirement prior to every
recreational activities or boating operation.

Recreational Safety Enforcement Inspector (RSEl) -~ a designed PCG
Personnel who will undertake the watercraft inspection.

Watercraft Inspection Checklist (WIC) — a reference guide which stated the
specific areas to be inspected during the conduct of watercraft inspection.

Enforcement Inspection Apprehension Report (EIAR) — a document issued by
the watercraft safety inspector from the owner(s)/ operator(s) after he has been
apprised of prima facie finding of violation of maritime safety laws rules and
reguiation.

Detention/Suspension — intervention acticn by the safety inspector/authority
when the condition of the watercraft or its crews does not correspond substantially
with the applicable laws to ensure that the watercraft will not engage on boating
operation until it can proceed to sea without presenting danger to the watercraft
or person.

Deficiency — a condition found not to be in compliance with the requirements of
relevant maritime regulations.

Clear Grounds - the evidence that the watercraft, its equipment or its crew does
not comply substantially with the requirements of relevant maritime laws or that
the owners(s)/operator(s) not familiar with the essential shipboard procedures
relating safety.

V. PROCEDURES:

The Recreational Safety Enforcement inspector (RSEI), who is designated to conduct the
proper implementation of Watercraft Inspection within their area of responsibility before such
watercraft engages in recreational activity or boating operation shall:

1.

Require the owner(s)/ operator(s) to submit accomplished ODSO (Form A) prior
to the conduct of recreational activity or boating operation.

The conduct of safety inspection to ail watercraft(s) as prescribed in the para VI.A.
of Memorandum Circular Nr. 02-14. However, in case of the areas where there
are frequent recreational activities (i.e. Boracay, Puerto Galera and the likes), the
inspection may be conducted in the first instance of operation for the day and if
there are clear grounds and unsafe practices observed during such activities.
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VL.

3. Ensurg that alt possible efforts shall be made to avoid a watercraft being unduly
delayéor boating operation.

4, Require registered owner(s)/ operator(s) to affix their signature in the Certificate
of Orderly Inspection (Form C) upon compistion of watercraft safety inspection.

5. Require the registered owner(s)/operator(s) to rectify the deficiency/(ies) and
settle the corresponding fine/penalty.

6. Require the owner(s)/operator(s) of recreational watercraft to submit a
authenticated copy of watercraft record of registration.

7. Be guided by the Watercraft Inspection Checklist (Form-D) provided in the annex
of Memorandum Circular Nr. 02-14.

8. Issue EIAR (Form B) to the owner(s)/ operator(s) indicating the specific
deficiencies recorded during the conduct of inspection.

9. In case of watercraft detention or denial to operate and or release, RSEI shalll
immediately render report to Coast Guard District/ Station and MSSC thru MSSU.

10. Be professional and courteous in the conduct of watercraft inspection.

- RESPONSIBILITIES:

A. Coast Guard District Commander shall:

1. Ensure that the Station through the designated RSEI will undertake safety
inspection of watercraft engaged in recreational activities within their area
of responsibility.

2. Continue to review or advice appropriate measures for the efficient
conduct of inspection taking into acccunt of the activities of the watercraft
within area of responsibility.

3. Inform immediately the National Headquarters, PCG (Thru radic message,

INFO: CG-3/CG-8/COMCEN/CMSSC) regarding the detention or
suspension to operate of watercraft.

4, Submit monthly report of watercraft safety inspection to the National
Headquarters, PCG (Attn: CG-3/CG-8) and copy furnace CMSSC (Attn:
MS-3/CRSEU) thru MSSU.

5. Ensure and maintain filing of records/ reports for monitoring purpose. .

8. Monitor and supervise the strict implementation of MC 02-14 and this SOP.

B. Coast Guard Sub-Station Commander shall:
1. Designate RSEI to undertake safety inspection to all types of watercraft

engaged in recreational activities within area of responsibility prior to
departure or during boating operation.
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2. Ensure that the RSEI are qualified to evaluate the seaworthiness of
watercraft.

3. Effectively control and supervise the proper conduct of inspection with due
consideration for the promotion of safety of life at sea.

4, Designate sailing route within respective areas of responsibility where all
watercraft can only navigate except during emergency situations.

5. Review and adjudicate within ten (10} working days upon receipt to
determine the appropriate penalty to be imposed to the registered
owner(s)/ operation(s) in accordance with the provision prescribe in para
X of Memorandum Circular No.02-14.

6. Ensure that the proper coordination and information dissemination be
made with other government agencies and with the owner(s)/ operation(s)
regarding full implementation of MC 02-14.

7. Submit monthly report to the National Headquarters, PCG (Attn: CG-3/CG-
8) and copy furnace CMSSC (Attn; MS-3/CRSEU) thru MSSU.

8. Received payment from violations, using Government official receipt, and
deposit amount collected at the Landbank of the Philippines through PCG
Trust Receipt Account Number 0012-2222-12 Likewise furnish copy of
same the Coast Guard Finance Center on all payments received and
deposited amounts.

9. Ensure and maintain filing of all inspection records/ reports for monitoring
purposes.

10. Require owner/ operator to report boating incident/ to the nearest Station
or Sub-station in compliance to the HPCG Memorandum Circular 06-69
Marine Protest) within 24 hours.

11. Ensure strict implementation of the MC 02-14 and this SOP at all times.
Maritime Safety Services Unit shall:

1. Monitor, supervise and assist in the conduct safety inspection to all types
of watercraft engaged in recreational activities within area of responsibility.

2. Consolidate report from Districts and Stations re inspections of
recreational watercrafts.

3. Maintain and update records of all recreational watercrafts operating in the
area of responsibility.

The Recreational Safety Enforcement shall:

1. Program appropriate guidelines and conduct of training through MSSTI to
ensure systematic and safety inspection to be carried out.

2. Maintain and update records of all recreational watercrafts in the entire
country.
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3. Supervise and maintain records of Recreational Safety Enforcement

Inspectors.

4. Maintain record of suspended recreational watercraft for monitoring
purposes.

5, Monitor the status of all suspended watercraft and provide report/ updates

to all concern.

8. Conduct system audit to ensure inspection procedures and reporting are
being carried out effectively.

E. The Deputy Chief of Coast Guard Staff for Maritime Safety Services, CG-8

shall:
1. Review existing inspection reguiations and procedures periodically and
initiate reforms or amendments to fit in with the required standards.
2. Initiate printing and publication of appropriate Safety Inspection forms
within security considerations.
Vi RESCISSION

This SOP rescinds all other publication contrary to the provision stated herein.

VIll. EFFECTIVITY
This SOP shall take effect upon approval.

Approved by:

GEORGE V URSABIA J&
PCG

3

~ £ommandant, Philippine Coast Guard

ANNEXES:

A. Owner/Operator Declaration of Safe Operation (Form A}
B. Enfarcement Apprehension Inspection Report (Form B)
C. Certificate of Orderly Inspection (Form C)

D. Affidavit of Undertaking

E. Notification of Detention of Watercraft

F. Notice of Hearing

G. Notification of Release of Watercraft
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