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TANGGAPAN NG KOMANDANTE
(OFFICE OF Tlm C0MMANDANT) 

i

PTINONGHIMPILAN TANOD BAYBAYIN NG PILIPINAS
{HEADQUARTERS PHILIPPINE COAST GUARI})

I..i9 25'r'Street, Port Area

HPCG/CG.3

I5 October 1998

MEI\,IORANDTJM CIRCTI LAR
NT]IVIBER .03-984
(Corrected copy)

[II. SCOPE:

This policSr applies ro all vessels that may be all'ected by the prevailing weatliei'

disttubance.

it.

ATITHORITY:

RA 5173 as amended by PD 601.

PTIRPOSE:

To prescribe policies and procedures in order to enhance nraritime saibty

especially i1,ring tire Lccurrence of a tropical cyclone- tropical depression, tropical sii-''nn

or typhoon that makes sea travel dangerous.

ff. DEFINITION OF TEB}IS:

A. Publir Storm lYarning Signal {PSWS)

. PSWS No. I is declared if rnrinds of 30-60 kph

iapptoxinratel-v l6-32 knotsi is expected in at leasi

35 irorrs
the affected seas can be MODERATE to ROUCI{
(2-4 meters wave height in open sea)

is raised if winels of greater tha:r 60 kph up to 100

kplr (approximately 32-54 knots) is expecteil in
the locality in at least 24 honrs.

the affected seas cab be,YERYROUGH to HIGH

r PSWS"No.2



PSWS No, -1

i.4I metet's wave trreiglrt in open seirsi

ts raised if winds of gSeater than 100 kph up to 185
kpli (aaprorirnatelii'54-100 knots) is' e',,flcte.i i,,
at least l8 irours usually acconrpanied b-v healr,
i dilt\-

the affected seas cair be VERY HICH tcr

PHENGMENAL
19-or.er l4 rneters r.vave heighi in apen sea)

e PSWS i.{o 4 is raiEell if rvinds of greater tiran 185 kpir (approxiinat*l_r-
i00 lenotsi is expected ii: tlie locaiity, in at least Ii
irours usually accompanierl by'heavy r;rins.

- tire aflbcted seas n'ili be CI{AOTIC (Extmneil,
da-ngerous that no vessei couiri withstandi

B. Tropicat Cyclone is a generai ienn fur a 1or,r, atinospheric pressure distwtraner of
iropical origin, It is characterizeri by ve4, skong cS,clone wind circLriation whrcir
spiral irlr,vards the center called lhe "eve" rvherein atrnaspheric pressure is lora.est. Ii
is associated rvith bands of, massir, cloudiness and rain around ihe center. Ti:e tain
iniensity varies fton: moderaie to hear,lr torvards the e1e.

Tropical Clrclone is classified aceording to the speed of the associated maxinrurn
sustained wind near the center such a:;.

It. Tropical Depression is a r,r'eak tropicai cycione with a nrarirnurn sustained
ra,'ind near tlre eenter r,f up ia 60 kpl"r. Ti:e nraxiniun-: u.ind rnay tre
encor"urtered r+,ithin 20 - 30 kilometers aorn the center. The seil cau be
moderate to rough rvithi:i lOil-kiloureter radius fu'orn the center in tire intbr
island area and 150 iiiiorneters in the oper sea up to the open coastai zone.

Tropical Storm has a mar;irnrnn sustaineci w,ind near the center greater tilati
50 kph (the estirnateci maxirnrun snstained wiih at a,given tirne is given i* ihe
warniug'uuiietin issLreci by'PAGASA). The maxirnum sustained winds urat
be encountered witifn 5C kik-rraeters of the L)enter. {In a tropical e:yc:lone, iire
skengtir of the *rnd decrease ouhvard ilcnr tiie center).

In rl're inter isiand seas" t=ire state of ilre sea can be vERy ROUCH to HtCii
witi:in 200 kilometers of iire center becoraing vERy HIGH r,,,ithin 5*
kilsrneters of-the center, in tl:e open seaup to ti:erexposed ccastal zcne, the
srate of the sea can be HICH to vERy HIGH witlrin 200 i<ilorneters of ihe
storn csrter becomir:g Pi{EhioMINAL near the center if the lnaxinlrnr
snstained r.vind is treater than 100 kph.

Typhoon is the strongest ciass of Troprcal Cvclone u,hicir has maxim6in
sustaired .a,,ind of glr,ater ihat 117 kph usuallv- associated n,ith heav,v- rains and
gr"rstiness of at least plus 2(t% of the sustainecl winds.

in a {,phoon. tire state of tile sea is PHENOMENAL within i0$ kiiometers of
the typlroon ccnrer. The area co\erage of'the H]GH to \rERy HicH si-.A_
vi:ries witli the size of r:ireLilatir:n of the typhoon. For disaster preveuti*n
pttqloses, cousider=the a:'ea bevond i00 kilometers to 2G0 kiiomeiers raciius
fi-om the tvphoon center with HlcH to vERY HICH sea and fartlrer trevcnd
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up to 400 kilometers radius rvith \1ERY ROUGH io HIGH seas in rhe opeu
sea- In the inter isiand sea behr.'een l-uzon and Miud.anao, consir{er tire ar.ea
within 200 km radir-rs frorn the typhoor cenrer as \rERy DANGERCUS to aii
passelrg,er vessels and other seacraii.

il' Vessel - An-y ship. watercraft or other'conveyances used or capable of herng u*sed
aE a means of transportatior.*.

V. P0LICY:

A. Ceneratr:

It.

1

safefy af Life at sea shouid take precedence at all tinres. wirenever t!:ere
is a weatl'ier dishrrhance rr,ithin the philippine Area of Resp*nsibility
iPAR), the PCC statian commander (fi-om whose area of responsibiiiry:"
any vessel is scheduleei to depart) should study carefulty ttre typtroon
mo-vement to e[sure that tiie vessel will not be r+rithin flre dalrgerolrs &rsa
of the tropical cyclone tluoughout its voyage,

Aiter careiui evaluaiion oi'the intensity, size ot' the circtilatio* a,rd rlie
riirection- and speed of movement of the tropical cyclone. as rv*Il as iile
,r'eas aflbcted- the concer:red pcG station camrnander shall order the
suspension of departLrre ol the vessel as may he necessar,, based on tite
PCC approved guidelines.

it is expected that shipnlt"nerslrnasters of the vessels will cooperate
the decission of the concenred pCC Station Commander.

B. Specific Cuidelines:

Wl:en *nly a tropicai depression exists; (This means ihat only.p$-\&-s*]
rvill be the highest storin signar trrat can be raised by PAGASA since the
maximum winds expected rs up to 60 kph).

ff, Siable inter island ships should be aclvised to
actionslcaution and to continuousll, monitor
intensification of tiie disturbance into a trLpical sronn

take necessary
the possible

2.

b' Small l'erry boats and bancas shouid not be allowed to ventur-e into tire
sea if the area will ire *,itrrin liO krn of the path of the ceiner of the
trcpical depression.

when a tropical storrn exists; This rneans that tlrc higlresr sto*rr s;gnai
r'culd tre P-sw,s,fj si*ce tire rnaxinrunr sustained winds iu,rg. frorn gr-eate,
than 60 kph up to I 17 kpi'i uith gustiness of at ieast 20o-,/<i rnore than the
sustained rvinds. wiren the rnaximuni snstained winds af aa existing
tropical stonrr rs ll0 irph wi:ich could ha',,e a gustirress of Jout i.r5 kpir.
PSws #'1 is 

'aised 
orer the areas threatened oi to be affect-a t v the inner

care, PSWS # 2 is raisecl over the areas expected to be aftbeterl Ly u .*,g.
.of 

wrnd spgeds grearer that (r0 kph to i00 [ph, ana pswi *i oo* areas ro
be affecied by the outer periphei3, of the stonn circulation.
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t,. All vesseis gr€ater than !000 GT shali take extra caution to avoid iire
area w-iti"rin i50 krn of the centerof the tropical stoni: speciaily on its
foru.ard sernlcircle, lf this cannot be avoided tr,r,i tir*ri 

"=ssels 
sirail

not l:e allowed ta sail.

when a tlphoon exisis that threatens the shippirrg routes: Tlris rneans tlrat
PSws #3 is surely in effect with a wider area co\rerage psws #4 u"ill be
ircisted when the maxirnum sustained winds of tlie typhocrn exceeds 1g5
kph

No vessels of any size shall be allowed

All vesseis ot'1000 GT or lessl+haltr not b{ fiflowed ro proceed r,r,irli
therr scheduled voyagc if theyilvill cross i4" ar*, of or be oaught
witliin 200 km of the cenrer gf the nopidaf, stoun, or it'thej, riill
navigate within the area under pBWS # 3.

N0 vessets.or any srze shail be allowed tq sail if it will navigate in
the area within 250 km radiup from the Fdrt"r of a, apprJaching
typlroon. or tlrough the routesiunder pswq ffi & #2. wtrltn are on
the track of the typhoon.

I

b. All vesseis in port *1,u, *iirnl*,ithin 50 Ltn radius of'tire tlplr*on
center shali be secitred or evatuated. lf the rnaxirrurn sustained-rvind
of the approa*hing fyphaon is gr-eater thahi50 kph, all sirips in port
in danger of being hii by th* "EyE" of the ffihoon sirali tre *r,Jired
evacuafed.

4. Tropicai eyclone c*nfinrir-rusly clranges its intensitv.
over the ocean. Ail pCC Station C*mmanders shall
updated on tire iatest der.eloprnent of the existing
especially an possible intensification fi.om a tropical
tropical stonn and then into a typhoon.

especiaily rvtile
be cantinucusl_v*

trcpical cyclone,
depressioit into *

\,T. PROCEDURES:

A' Fvery Master or any person-in-charge of the vessel shail ensure that ihe iatest weaiher
bulletiil is received and the track of the tvpiroon is piotted on the rveather clian aboardship.

Tire Master or Patrr'rn, upon sensing tire eia*ger as a result r:f a typhoon" shall request ur
}1'r{ing to leave the port (if'necessary') in order to take shelter in a safbr area, attesrigg tirereil:
fiutlier that the decision to leave the porl is iris aione.

C' The Master or Patron rnust disernbark passengers and cargo bef,ore lear..ing port to rake
shelter at a safer piace.

Li' It is the responsibility of the N{aster af the ressel to take the necessary precaution ia av6idrisking his ship and injury to his crerv and passengers.

\'.II. RESPONSIBILIT},:

a.

i ' Coordir:ate with PAGASA fo1 the availabitity of wearlrer builetin ever_r, 0500H,
1000H, i700H and 2300H and iuunediateiy diiseminate *aro* tluo,,ji, fastest rneans



of conunLmication to all CG rmits rnith priority to the arda drectly ellbcted b3r rire

typhoon.

Piot in rire rveather chart the track anil tbrecast position of the typhoon.

Adrase inrnrediaiely the CFCC orr ali rnajor maritirne accidenis.

Monitot continnously all PCC units and take appropriate action on all reporied
maritime aecidents. Recornmend to CSPCC the actir,.ation of t]re HPCG fu'laritirne

Coordinaiing Center iir the event of a major incideni.

Perionn cther duties as CPCC may direct.

B, (loast Guard District Comrnanders:
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Monitor and get ali rveather builetin at all times tluough HPCG or otlier soi.u'ces.

Direci rluty Radiomm to get wl'atirer broadcast tluough CW originating fiorn
FWC Guam, Taiwan and Japac.

Plot tlie prevailing weatirer condition and weather tbrecast for tlre next 7l ltours at

t]:e weatlrer board. Display tlie w-eati:sr board in a conspicuoils area f'or tire irenefit
of locai seafarers. Furlher, hoist the basic day signals to indicate the expected
velocit,v af the wrnds within tir* nert l2-24 hours. (See encloflre re-characteristics
of day signals.)

Disserninate io all subordinate units and ioeal shipping agencies the latest weaiher
ripdate.

Render sitr"ration reporl to HPCG at irnervals as indicated: ,

3 ever) 12 hours if PSWS No. I i:; hoisted
o €very 6 horas if PSWS No. I is hoisted
3 ever! 3 irours if PSWS No. 3 or 4 is hoisted

(Note. SITREP to include weather and Maritime Traffic Condition.)

klonitor diskess frequencies {VHF-cirannel I6, CW-s khz and SSB-2 182 r":rgz)
parti cul arl y durin g adversefl rea'v_r, weather con diti on .

Perfofln other duties as CPCC mal'rlirect.

C. Coast Guard Station Commanders;

i. Monitor the weatlier bulletin thraLrgh the District Headquarters, FIPCG or ottrler
sources.

Ensure receipt of the weather tbrecast tirat ar"e cornurg from Japat, Taiw*i:rr and
Guam tkcugh CW.

Piot the prevaiiing weathel canditioivweather lbrecast ilrr the next 72 irours on dre
weatlrer lroard.

a!.

I



Display the weather board in a conspicuous area fbr the henefit of local sealar.ersFurther- hoist tlie da_1, signals
the next I l-24 irours.

to udicate the expecteii velocity of the r,vurds

{i,

-5. Disseminate ta all subordinate dqtachments irnrj local
commerc.ial vesseis ilre latesi tveather update.

1

Render situation report to i-ipcc,CcD at intenals as indicated;

* e\ery 12 hours if PSWS n*o. I is hoisted
n every 6 hoLrrs if PSWS Na. I is hoistedi ever_1,, 3 hours ifpSWS No. 3 or 4 is hoisted

Recorurnend ta appropdate.airtirr:rity/ies the denial of clepar-tuIe clearance tc: ervessel of particular categor.v in accorda'ee with tnprroon *i-ryrLi hoisted.

EnsLue that Master's requests trr leave port fbr puq)oses of'sheltering i1 a safbr area*r riding out the st'rm are put in writing an,J pr-operry attested to.

Ensure tlrat r"esseis granted approrai to ieave port for the purpcses af sheitering or.riding out the ston* rrave diseribarked their- p*r**ng*, urJ'*igo"r.

Moniior distress.fiequencies {VHF-channel 16, LtW-_5 khz and SSB_? ! g2 riigz}particrrIarIydurirrgadver.se,4reat1,r,vcathercorrdition.

Perform cther duties as higher lreadquarters may direct.

o.

I,

l0

D. Shinuine Owners/Operators;

i

$

i

,]

Ensure that all vessels are properly urtbnned
areas where ryphoon signais ari hoisreci.

Discourage any vessels rnoverneni except ihrr
typhoon sigrials are hoisted or expeetedio be
route and the destirration.

Keep track of all weather repofts for dissernination puposes as well as p*niti-r.
l,essels' movement until they reach the port safel1.. 

r ---r vv-v I

Inlonn the coast guard immediateiy of an-v- unusual insident inyolving maritimesafety such as missing craft an#or l*ss of contact with *ri oifir*i. vessels.

i
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VIIT. RESCISSION CLALISE:

Tlris fulemorandum circr:rar rescinds MC Nr a4-g6 and further'pdate ML. No, 03_

of the weather update, to include rhe

-shelteruig pwposes especiallv rvhet
hoisted rvithin the arel ol'r',risur. dre

agencies and



This Memrtrandum CircLrlar takes ellbct irnruediately

}IANTIEL I:DE LEON
RADM AFP

Cornrnandant, phiiippine Coast Cuard

0;fC-8>,CG-J itc#Li-gg gtpho*tt torrecttttl ctigr.v


