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\\'alers of the Philippines.

PURPOSE:

,r.r . \r, rr,f{"

jl

Thi's Memorzurdurlr-Citc.utar-gppliqqi to all aids to nai'igation regrrlatorl'
markin-es. obstruction buovs oi beacons ouned andi or n'raintained.bv prii'ate

parties. associations and other gor-emtnefit agencies'(such as the"Cebu Port

Authoritl'and Philippine:Ports Authprit)'), 9gt+blished/ instslled irr nai'igable

nI.

IV.

To prescribe the rules and regulali.ons for the establishmgnt. adrninistration.

operati,-,ns" anci mrlntena-ncc et''pritlate rrids,to nar-igatioit il't navigable n'aters

in the Philippines.

n.. .+'

nEmNtrioNs or rrnnrs:

A. Aids to Navigation. - mealls an! device extemal to a vessel or airir1ft
designed/intended to assist a qar ig.rtor to

' r . 
"a - ' f' - --.deterryile his position or safb course.orito tram

-

B' priva te Ai d s to Navi ga tion 

* o *I.il, JHlll-l}ei' ll,1'ii,lo?,I n|ll
adrninisterecl" op-erated and maitrtained $'r: private

ll

I
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C. Nayigable Waters -

D. Lateral System -

E. Cardinal Marks -

v
2

par iics. ti:soc:atic:'ti cr,J cthcr g\jvernment
agencies, to include the Philippine ports
Authority, in the navigable waters in the
Philippines.

the term riavigable waters, singular or plural
means waters navigable in fact which itself, or by
uniting with other waters, navigable in long forms
a continuous highway over which inter-island or
international commerce may be conducted in the
customary rnode of trade and travel on waters.

,A system of aids to navigation in which buoys,
day beacons and minor lights marking navigable
channels are assigned colors and numbers in
geographical sequence and in accordance with
their respective locations in relation to the
channel. T'he Philippines which belongs to.
Region B of the International Maritime Buoyage
System prescribes the color green for buoys and

. markers on the port side of the channel and red on
the starboard, when entering port. (Additional,
detailed information may be found in the
International Association of Lighthouse
Authorities (IALA) handbook of the Maritime
Buoyage System.)

a system of marking according to the four cardinal
quadrants, (N.E.S.W.) of the compass to indicate
which side of the mark lies the deepest water and
which is the safe side to pass or a feature in the
channel - a junction, or bifurcation, or end of the
shoal.

V.

F. General Navigation - navigable area, route and/ or harbor commonly
rrtilized by al! kinds of watercraft, .,esse!:;'or ships.

GENERAL PROVISIONS:

No person, public body, or instrumentaliti, shall establish any aid to
maritime navigation without first obtaining permission from the
Commandant, PCG.

No person, public body or instrumentaliry shall operare any aids to
navigation without first registering the same with the PCG. AII private
aids to navigation shall be continuously operated without prejudice to
liabilities that may be charged to the owner as a result of its
maltunction^
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Prir ste po{ts oftd liaibors s}rall corlform .r'iih prrblic standards in tlie
establishment and operation of navigational aids.

All ports under the jurisdiction of local gor ernment units. the

Philippine Ports Authoritl- and other port authorities shall conform to
public.standards sel b1'the PCG

Coast Guard authorization for the establishment and maintenance of a
pri'i'ate aid to navigation does not attthorize anf invasion of prir-ate

rights. nor grant exclusive pririlege. nor authorize the levr-ing of
.harges b1' private indir-iduals or entities nor does it obr iate the
necessitl- of complf ing lrith anl national or local larvs or regrrlations.

Operation of electronic aids to narigation as private aids lr ill not be

authorized e+cept for shore based radar slatiots.

No person shall obstruct or interfere uith anl' aid to navigatiorl

established and maintained b1'the Ceast Guard or am' private aid to
navigation established and maintained in accordzurce nith Coast Guard

regr.rlations.

No persons shall ralie possession of or tnake use lor an\ pulpose. or

build upon. alter. deface. destror'. move. injure. obstruct b1. fastening
lessels thereto or otheNise or in rlanner u"hatsoever that u'ill irnpair

the useftllness of ani' aid to na'r'igation established urd maintained b1'

the Philippine Coast Guard or an]' prir ate aid to nar igation established

and maintained in accordance l'ith Coast Guard regtllations.

PROCEDURES FOR THE ESTABLISHIVIENT:

A. Applicalions to establish prir.ate aids to nar igatiott strall. be rnade in

three (3) copies to the Comrnandant. PCG thm the Comrnander of the

Coast Guard District rrith the follos'ing information:

l. . The necessi[ /importance for the aid.

2. The proposed position of the aids to naligation b1 hr.o or more

horizontal aflgles- or bearings and distances from chartered

. landmarks.

3. A section of the chart or sketch sho$ing the proposed location

of the aid to navigation shall be included.

4. For lights: the color" characteristics. height aboye 1'ater.

luminous and nominal range- description of illtlminating

. apparatus.
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D.

E.

F.

G.

H.

VI.
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i For- buors or da1'beacons: shape. size. color. number or lefiei'.
depth of uater in nhich located and height abore \\'ater.

(r. Material specifications ond dral'ings of the structure'upon
rrhich the light shall be installed.

The FCG shall re'r ieu.. evaluhte. assess and approve said application if
found to be in compliance rith reler-ant regulations.

The PCG approval shall be the.basis for the proponent.to colRlllence
the construction. erection or establishrnent of the aids to narigation.

The PCG shall. during the construction conduct inspections to etNure
adherence to the appror ed plur.

The completion of the constnrction/establislunent shall be reporled
officialll.to the PCG and in nriting as soon as possible.

Upon completion. the PCG shall establish the exact position of every'
aid.to nar-igation installed for irmnediate and subsequent issuance of
Notice to Mariners.

G. The PCG shall likeu'ise report the ne\r. aids to nar igation to NAMRIA
for publication/inclusion in all charts

VII. REGISTRATION

A. The report of completion as maintained in Para tV-E abore shall cause
the PCG to register the prirate aids to nar igation sequenliall)' in orcler
of date of completion and included in the PCG inventon' upon
palment of the folloning fees:

l. Application Fee
2. Registration Fee

a) Unlighted Buol' - 3.000.00
b) Lighted Buol - -i.000.00
c) Beacon 7.500.00

B. A certificate of aids to nar igation (ATON) registration shall be issued
thereafter.

VIII. OPERATION OF PRIVATE ATDS TO NAVIGATTON:

fr

j:l +

B.

C.

D.

E.

F.

- P1.000.00

A.

B.

All private aids to navigation shall be operated continuousll' at all
tirnes, specificatiorlcharacteristics as approred b1'the PCG. 

.

All prii'ate aids to nar igation shall at all times confomr to the
characteristics/specifications as approred bv the PCG.

t
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AIt prir-aie aids to
re-uistered o\\ner.

D. An1'ternporary.'change or alteration shall be immediatelv reported
lhe PCG.

E. An1 Sioppage in operation shell likeu'ise be reported to the PCG as

soon as possible.

MAINTENANCE

A. All prir-ate aids ro navigation shall be nraintained to ensure continuous
operation at all tirnes.

B. PCG shall conduct inspections periodicalll' to ensure continuous
operation of all aids to navigation.

PERIODIC INST,ECTION:

A. The. PCG shall conduct )'eadl inspection of all private aids lo
nar-igation to ensure compliance rvith the slandards of operalion and
level of upkeep and Inainterlance.

B . A 1'earl1 ATON inspection certificate shall be issuecl to all ards to

naligation upon pa\ ment of con'esponding fee.

C. Tlre PCG mav conduct randorn inspection as the need arises as result
of reported malftlnction due to aI1\' cause such as r-urdalistn. poor

maintenance. etc.

PENALTY CLAUSE:

A. The registered ouner shall par a fine of P-50.(XX).(X) lor riolation ol'
Para VIII-A of this Merno-Circular.

B. The registered o*ner shall pa1' a fine of P30.000.00 for violaliol of
Para VItrI-B of: this l\{eino -CircuXar.

C. The registered ouner shall pa1 a fine of P25.000.00 for r iolation of
Para VIII-D of this Memo-Circular..

The registered oxner shall pa1'a fine of P10.000.00 for failure to report
non-operating aids to navigation in violation of Para VIII-E.

Tlre registered osuer shall par a fine of P1.000.00 rhereafter for each

succeeding dav of continued of Para VIII-A and VIII-B of this I\{emo-

Circular.
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nar-igation shnll he operated at the expen:'e cf its

D.
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o$ner shall pa1' a Fxle
Para V-A of this Memo-Circular.

The registered ouner shall pa1' a fine
Para VIII-B of this Memo-Ciicular.

The rdgistered o\\ner shall a1' a fine of P50"000.00 for violation of Para
V-G this Memo-Circular.

The registered onner shall pa1'a fine of P100.000.0() for violation of
Para V-H of this Merno-Circular.

of F20.0C0.00 for vi*lation of

of P30.000.00 for violation of

I.

XII. RECESSION CLAUSE:

AII memorandum circulars
herebr- rescinded.

XIIT. EFFECTNIITY:

n,ith this Memorandum Circular

This Memorandum-Circular shall take effect fifteen (15) da1's after
publication once in a ne\\ spaper of general circulation.

are
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inconsistent
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