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DECLARATION AND CATEGORIZATION Of READY
FOR SFA {RFS) STATUS OF PCG SI{IPS

1. PURPOSE:

a. Tg set fbrth tlie basic ggidelirres irr establishintr the level oI capability o{'

PCG ships to aicl operational and aclnrinistrative cournranders in tlre nlanagellletrt of floating
,i

assets.

b. To classify reacly lor sea (RFS) cortttttissioned vessels into tliree (3 )

categories to guicle/aicl tlie type aud operational conttttattders in the propeli appropriate

cleploymentir-rtiliza.tion and ^eflbctive accornplislunent of,respective ntissiotrs and tasks.

c. To establisir an organizatiorrai relationslrip bettveett the operatilt*q uttits ancl

ttre type/operational commanders to ensure etlective cotnmand, control atid cottttrturticatiott.

d. To aicl/gr:icle Contrnandirrg Ofllcers of ship, adrrtinistrative altd operatiollal

commanclers iri the cleternrirration/planning of tttaitttetrance attd repair activity to pl'olong the

ship's life on the level/degree of utilizatiott before ancl nrajor activity.

vessels.

e. To sbrv'e as an effective pararrreter itr the progranttrtittg arlcl deploynrent of

2. SCOPE:

This circular is applicable to atl PCG cornrttissioned vessels tliat are beirlg

operated ancl rnaintained by the Philippine Coasb Guard, It tuust ttot be corrtuseC r,vitlr

preparatory administrative activities like ORE, AGI and uraititeltance and repair programs of
ships, r.vhiclT ainr to upgracie tlreir operational reaclittess and capabilities but es a basis for

declaring ships lor ceftain tnissions.

3 DEFINITIdN OF TI'RN!S:

: a. Adrttinistrative Type/Force Cornnrander - a'Cotntttattcler ivltose fulrctions of

L'7 command involve the org4grization, training, equipping and rrtaintairrirrg subordirrdte lorces

including all aspects oFadrninistration and manageurettt, plannitr-u. progranutiittg and bLrdgeting

and prontulgation of policiesto govern such areas oFconcertt in tel'ttts of,cliscipline, itttenral

organization and Lrrtit training. r
I
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DECLARATION AND CATEGORIZATION OF READY
FOR SEA (RFS}.STATUS OF PCG SHIPS

1 PURPOSE:

a. To set lbrth the basic guidelirres irr establislring the level o{'capability oI
PCG ships to aid operational and adnrinistrative cornnranrlers in the nranaS€tllent of floating
assets.

b. To classifo ready ibr sea (RFS) comrnissionecl vessels into tirrce (-i)
categories to guride/aid the type aud operational conrnranclers irt the proper/appropriate
deployment/utilizationand eft'ective acconrplishrnent of respective utissiuts artd tasks

c. To establish arr organizational relationship bets,een the operatirrg units and

the typeioperational'cornnianders to ensure efl'ective cornrrand, corttrol attd conttnurtication.

d. To aicl/guicie Contrnauding Oflcers of ship, adnrinistrative artd operationarl

conirnanders in the determination/planning of nrairttenance and repair activity to proidng the

ship's life on the level/degree of utilization belore auci nrajor activity.

vessels.

e. To serve as an eflbctive pararleter in the prograrruttirtg atrd deployrnslll 6f

2. SCOPE:

This circular is applicable to all-PCG conrnrissionecl vessels that are being
operatecl aud nraintained' by the fhilippine Coist Cuarcl. [t nrirst not be conflused witlr
preparatsry administrative activities like ORE, ACI and nraintenance and repair programs of
ships, which ainr to upgrade their operational readiness and capabilities but as a basis for
declaring ships for certain rnissions.

3 pEFTNITToN OF TERrvrS:

a. Adrrtinistrative TypeiForce Conrmarrcier - a Cornnrarrcler lvhose flunctiots of
cotnmand involve the ofganization, training, equippinq and nraintaining sr-ibordinate forces
including all aspects of administration and managenrent, planning, progranuning aird budgeting
and promulgation of policies to govern suelr areas of concern in terrns o[clisciplind. internal
organization and trrtit training.
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-' '"-i;. -Gerational Conrnrander - a Colnnluna.i'ffiose filnctions of commattd were
{he-integ*ati.e#ercheet"ntiur., ,rf or=",r arrd att?e{te* forceslLrnits for carrying out tire missions
given by higlrer authorities in his area or respollsibiliry. These involve the composition of
.subordinate fbrces, assignment of tasks and designation of objectives toward the
accontplishment of missions. He has the full authority in directing assigned forces and
allocating resorlrces in the attainrnent of objectives and tasks.

c. Mission - The objectives and tasks together with purpose, which clearly
indicate ilie action to be taken and' reason thereof An objective in the concrete sense, it is the

effect desired. Task is assignnrent given to a unit or individual. Normally, it involves the

accomplishment of physical movernent of forces, to occupy, strike, control, defend and attain
an objective.

d. Ship - A Cornmissioned self,-propelled coast guard vessel of the Republic of
the Philippirres o1' at least eighty-five (85) gross tonnage commanded by a commissioned
officer of the Philippine Coast Guard.

e. Ready f,or Sea (RFS) status - It is the state of readiness and capability of a

ship to under-take/respond to a missio:r ivithin'a prescribed/anticipated period of time.

fl Not ready lor Sea (I\IRFS) status - It is the state of unreadiness, ineffectivity
and incapability of a ship to undertake a mission for Coast Guard operations.

g. Categorization oIRFS status of ships:

l)! RFS ONE - a PCG ship is categorized as RFS ONE
of readiness rvould enable her to operate or get
undertake a mission up to two (2) days.

2) RFS TWO - a PCG ship is categorized as RFS TWO
of readiness would enable her to operate or get

undertake a mission up to seven (7) days.

when her state

underway to

when her state

underway to

3) RFS THREE - a PCG slrip is categorized as RFS THREE when her

state of readiness rvould enable her to operate or get underway to
undertake a mission beyond ieven (7) days.

4) Any ship/craft incapable to uridertake any mission or does not fail

irnder the pLrrview of the aforecited categorizations is considered Not
Ready tbr Sea (NRFS).

4. POI,ICIES:

a.. Declaration of'RFS status of a ship is the responsibility of the Commanding
Officer.

b. A strip on RFS statr"rs, in any category, must be able to depart within eight
(8) hours notice to trndertake a llarticular mission. This excludeis emergency rnissions covering
a period of-trventy-four (24) hours r.vherein a ship must have t6 depart immediately

c. In prepfiing, anticipating and declaring the sirip on ready for sea status, the
Conrmanding Officer shall endeavor to discover and correct any defects and inadequacies in
tlre crew arrrl in flre shirr her itstallations enrrinmenf hrrll ammrnitiotr and sfores' and shall

lr.
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He shtrll be assisted by the intnrediate lrorce or Operational Commander who ever is
posltlotl or concern fo do so.

the crew.
in a better

d The Commanding Ofi'icer shall insr-rre befbre declaring the ship ready for sea
or departing for sea/rttission that the ofl'icers and crew have been prop.ily organized, stationed
and trairred to cope effectively with norrnal shipboard evolutions and any-em"ig"n"y that might
arise in the nornral collrse of schedLrled operations.

e. Achninistrative preparations and operational readiness evaluations/activities
Iike AGT' ORE, related shipboard training policies, maintenance and repair program, etc., by
the r-rnit Commanding Oflicer, Force/Type Comnrander and even the Ojerational Commandei
rvill be continuecl to assist PCG ships in aitaining an optimum degree of operational readiness.

f The change from NRFS to RFS ONE status and vice versa shall be the
responsibitity of the Commanding Officer and shall'be confirmed by the Operationalfforce
Commander, as the case nlal,tre

g' Upgrading/Downgrading of the categorization of RFS status will be the
primaryresponsibilityoftlreCommandingofficer.

h- An.ex A otrtlines the kinds a,d types of ship's rnission.

i The categorization of RFS to commissioned vessels rvill be a criterion in the
award of'the Contntand-At-Sea Bacl.qe as prescribed in the GHQ Circular 19 dated 04
Decernber I979

5 STATIIS RIiPORT:

All PCG ships are required to report and include vessel's category in their Daily
Vessels Report (DVR).

6. RESCISSION:

All other circttlars and pLrblications in conflict wit[ this Circular are hereby
rescinded.

, uanuc'l'l\z!f\,:

This CircLrlar takes eftbct Lrpon publication. .
BY,CON4MAND OF COMMO GOSINGAN
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DECLARATIONANDCATEGORIZATIONoFREADYFoRSEA
(RFS) STATUS OF PCG SHIPS)

@
COIVIBAT SUPPORT
BORDER SUPPORT
B LOCI(ADE/BARRIER PATROL

ENROUTE PATROL
COAST GUARD GUNFIRE SUPPORT

SUPPORTINGTF/TGREQUIREMENT(PATROLCO}VIBAT)
NEGATION PATROL
MARITIN4E LAW ENFORCEMENT

SEALIFT MISSIONS

PCG CARGO SEALIFT {
PCG PERS SEALIFT
PCG PERS/CARGO SEALTFT

CIV CARGO SEALIFT
CIV PERS SEALIFT
CIV PERS/CARGO SEALIFT

PCG/CIV CARGO SEAL1FT

PCG/CiV PERS SEALIFT
PCG/CIV PERS/CARGO SEALIFT

FERRY MISSIONS

PRES/VIP SUPPORT
SUPPORTING TF/TG REQUIREMENT (SEVTCE/SUPPORT)

i upponrtNc/E sc o RTING orHER vEs SELruNIT

SEARCH/RESCUE OPERATIONS

SALVAGE OPERATIONS
TOWING OPERATIONS
REWATERINC OTHER VESSELS

REFUELLING OTHER VESSELS

REPAITTING OTHER VESSELS

TRAINING ACTIV]TIES

REFRESHER/SHAKEDOWN TRAINING

lNDIViDUAL TRAINING
uNrT riLemnvc
seuaoRoN TRAINiNG
DIVfSION TRAINING
COAST GIJARD EXERCISE

III

IV.


