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Department of Transportation and Communications
PUNONGHIMPILAN TANOD BAYBAYIN NG PILIPINAS

(Headquarters Philippine Coast Guard)
139 25th Street, Port Area

1018 Manila

HPCG/CG.3

27 June 2007

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR
NUMBER ....04-07)

REVISED GUIDELINES ON MOVEMENTS OF VESSELS
DURING HEAVY WEATHER

I. AUTHORITY:

RA 51? 3 as amenped bY PD 601.

II. PIJRPOSE:

To prescribe policies and procedures in order to enhance maritime safety

e.shresislly during the occurrence of a tropical depression or typhoon that makes sea

travel ciangerous

III. SCOPE:

This policy applies to all vessels that may be affected by the prevailing weather
disturbance.

IV. DEFINITION OF TERMS:
:

A. Typhoon Signal.Nr f - is declared if winds of 30-60 kph (approximately 16 -
32 knots) are expected in at least 36 hours.

.i , , I

B. Typhoon Signal Nr 2- is raised if winds of greater than 60 kph up to 100 kph
(approximately 32-54 knots and above) is expected in

the locality in at least 24 hours.
,it

C. Typhoon Signal Nr 3 - is raised if winds of greater than 100 kph up to 185
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kph approximately 54-100 knot and above) are
expected in at least 18 hours usually accompanied
by heavy rains.

V.

D. Typhoon Signal Nr 4 - is raised if winds of greater than 185 kph- 
(approximdtely 100 knots and aboie) are expected
in the locality in at least 12 hours usually
accompanied by heavy rains.

E. Danger Sector is defined as the area where a typhoon may possibly
pass during the next 48 hours graphically constructed
as followsi "

1. From the last known position of the typhoon, draw lines 40 degrees on
both sides of the typhoon track.

2. Take the maximum predicted distance that the typhoon travel during
the next 48 hours

3. Using the last known position of the typhoon as the center, draw an arc
with a radius equal to the predicted distance determined in para E2

above. The area bounded by this arc and the two radial lines drawn in
para E1 above is the DANGER SECTOR.

F. Vessel - Any ship, watercraft or other conveyances used or capable of being
used as a means of transPortation.

PO,LTGY:

A. General:

Safety of Life at Sea should take precedence at all times, Whenever there
is a weather disturbance within the Philippine area of responsibility
(AOR), the PCG Station Commander (from whose AOR any vessel is
scheduled to depart) and the operator/master of the vessel should study
carefully the typhoon movement to ensure that the vessel will not be
within the area directly affected by typhoon signals 1, 2, 3, and 4 or within
the danger sector untilthey reach their destination.

I

ln the careful study of the typhoon movement, the Station Commander
merely assist the master of ' the vessel 'bV providing' the necessary
information form which the master formulates his own decision either to
stay in port or move the vessel away form the typhoon. The technical
information supplied by the Station Commander shall not, in any manner,
be construed as an instruction for the mAster on'his possible course' of

.tl

1.

2.

action to evade the typhoon. ,l.l
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3' Due to the distinct geographical characteristics of the different areas in thecountry, effects of any particurar typhoon ,ign"r ,;ries trom on" p'i.." toanother whenever it is hoisteo. nl ,r.h, iirp""Joirity and discretion is
l"t t9 the ship owners/ masters for the decision to iait when psws Nr 1 ishoisted in an area that would affect tne veisei. lt ir expected that shipowners/ masters of the vessers wir act ,..oioing il il#;rilrog;Lrt i,order to save lives and property,

1.

2.

3. No vessel shall sail except
Number 4 is hoisted within
destination.

to take shetter if PSWS number 3/ PSWSits point of origin, the route, anJ point of

4' Vessels allbwed to sail to take shelter or ride out the storm as covered by

i:[Sff[:jo1'o 3 of this section, 
'r,rri 

J"p"J without G'"ng"-,, o,

VI. PROCEDURES:

c.

A.

B.

5' The Boarding Team must advise the vessql on the current weather reportand forecast prior departure of the vessel. r

Every Master or any person in char-:e of the vesser shail ensure that thelatest weather bulletln'is ruceiruJ'anu the track oiG typhoon is plotted onthe weather chart aboardship,

The Master or patro.n, ,.pol sensing of thedanger as a resurt of a typhoon,shall request in writing io teavelnJ q:n (if necessary) to take sherter in a
:il;:..*r,'attesting 

[herein turtrrei'that ihe o..iiri to reave port is his

The Master or patron must disembark passengers and cargo before reaving

B. SpecificGuidelines:

Movements of any crafttvessel is left to the decision and responsibility of ,its.master/ ship owner if psws number r ir noiriJwithin the vesse'spoint of origin, the route, and destinition.

No.vejser of 2,000 gross tons or berow shail sait except to take sherter if
|:Y.t #mber 

2 is hoisted within its point or origin, G route, and point of

-)
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It is the responsibility of the masterprecaution to avoid danger to trispassengers.

of the vessel to
ship and injury

necessary
crew and

take the
to his

VII. RESPONSIBILITY:

l,

1. coordinate with PAGASA on the avairabirity of weather builetin every0500, 1000, 1700 and 2300 and immediatery disseminate samethrough fastest means of communications t" ,rip'cc units with priorityto the area direcfly affected by the typhoon.

2.

3.

4.

Plot in the weather chart the track and forecast position of the typhoon.

Advise immediatery cpcG on a, major maritime accidents.

Monitor continuousry ail pcG units and take appropriate action on ailreported maritime-accidents. Recommend to cspcclne activation ofthe HPCG Batre staff for nniriiime-incident in 
""." oi*ajor incidents.

Perform other duties as CpCG may direct.,,
5.

B.

orotheravailible roura"r_. 
..vs,,s, vurE;un a[ atr tlmes tnrough HPCG

2' Plot the prevailing weather condition and weather forecast for the next72 hours at the weather oi:lo. 
- ?i.pirv-ir," weather board in aconspicuous area for the benefit or roclileril-r"rr. Further, hoist thebasic dav to-day signars io inoi.rt;-itu ;Gcted verocity of thewinds within the next 12-24 hours. (see td' encrosure re- rcharacteristic of the day signals;

3. Disseminate to ail subordinate units and tocar shipping agencies thelatest weather update.
t. . ,

+' , Rgloer situation report to HpcG at intervar as indicated:

,l

(a) every 12 hours if signar number 1 and 2 arehoisted- (b) every 6 hours if sigial n;;;r-b is hoisted(c) every 3 hours if silnal ;;-;;;+ i, r,oirt"o

{llotg: slrREp to incrude r"3tn", and Maritime Traffic condition.)
I,-,.i."

'J. i;, ,

1,, .1,

.Lr.,lt.

-,t,' ,. I

y"jli[i :H,,HlJi: 
u,ti* ;;,irrei lurretin at arr times throush
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to his

D. It is the responsibility
precaution to avoid
passengers.

of the master
danger to his

of the vessel to
ship and injury

necessary
crew and

VII. RESPONSIBILITY:

A.

coordinate with PAGASA on the avairabirity of weather builetin every0500, 1000, 1700 and 2300-rno irr"lri"t"iv iisseminate samethrough fastest means of communications to ail p'cG units with priorityto the area direcily affected by the typhoon.

Plot in the weather chart the track and forecast position of the typhoon.

Advise immediatery cpcG on ail major maritime accidents.

Monitor continuousry ail pcG units and take appropriate action on artreported maritime accidents. Recommend to cspcG the activation ofthe HPCG Batfle stafr for Maritime in.iJunt ;; ;;;irajor incidents.

Perform other duties as CpCG may direct.

Monitor.and get the entire weather builetin at ail times through HpcGor other available sources. 'i 5' srr rr"r

Plot the prevairing weather condition and weather forecast for the next72 hours at the weather board. 
-Dispray ttre wlatner board in aconspicuous area for the benefit of tocar i.rrri"i.] Further, hoist thebasic day to day signals to inoicatu ir* 

"ip".[o velocity of thewinds within the next 12-24 hours.- lsee thJ----enctosure re-characteristic of the day,igrrl.j- \vse trre

Dissemindte to ail subordinate units and rocar shipping agencies thelatest weather update. , .

, 
Rgpgr situation rei:ort to Hpco at intervat as indicated: , , , ,

(a) every 12 hours-if signar number 1 and 2 arehoisted
!b) every 6 hours if sigiat nrro"i 3 is hoistedf:l evgU 3 hours if sijnat nu.u"i4 is hoisted

2.

3.

4.

5.

B.

1.

2.

3.

4.

slrREp to incrude weather and Maritime Traffic condition.) 
,
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Monitor distress frequencies(VHF-channer 16, cw-s khz and2182 Mghz) particurarry during adverse/herry *"rnei condition.

Perform other duties as CpCG may direct.

SSB.

6.

C.

1.

2.

3.

Monitor the weather builetin through the District headquarters, HpcGor other available sources. 
lYr "Ysv 

..

Plot the prevairing weather condition/weather forecast for the next TZhours on the weatherboard.

Display the weather board in a conspicuous area for the benefit oflocal seafarers. Further, noisi-ttre day signar to indicate theexpected velocity of the winds within.the *itri_i+Iorr..
Disseminate to ail subordinate detachr;nents and rocat shippingagencies the latest weather update.

Rendeisituation report to HPCG.CGD at interval as indicated:

(a) every 12 hours-if signal numbers 1 and 2 arehoisted(b) every 6 hours if signal numbei 3 is hoisted
(c) eyery 3 hours if signal number 4 is hoisted

(Note: slrREp to incrude weather and Maritime Traffic condition)

4.

5.

6.

7.

Recommend to
clearance to any
signal hoisted.

appropriate authorities the denial of departurevessel of any category in accordance with typnoon

8.

Ensure that masters' request to reaye port for the purposes ofsheltering in a safer area or riding out the dd; ,i" prt in writing andproperly attested to.

Ensure that vessers granted approvar to.reave port for the purpose of
:::'fj[fluoJ.',0 i 

nn,o1,,t' the stoim hrru,g i'"rLi*"i in"i,. passensers

Monitor distress frequenc.ies (VHF-channel 16, CW-s khz and SSB21 82 M hz) particu la rly d u rin g aoveiselhu"ry *urttr'ei cono ition.

Perform other duties as higher headquarters may direct.

9.

10. ;
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Shipoinq Ownersl Operators:

ri:';;i
1. r Ensure that all vessels are properly in$rmed of the weather update,

f tp include thllare?s yhere typhoon signals are hoisted.;-li
2. , Discourage lanyivessel's movement except for oheltering purpose.g

especially when ifiphoon signals are hoisted or expecEd to be
I hoisted wilhin the,ar,ea of origin, the route and the destination.;lrlt,l

3. ; Keep track of all:we
i:;r

track of all:weather report for dissemination purposes as well

,l
monitor all vessel's movement until they reach the port sahly. ,

'! ! | '4,, ,tnform the .Coastittre ,Coasti GuarO immediately of any unusual incident
; iinvolving maritime safety such as missing craft an!/or loss of contact
j iwith any of ,their vessels

'i
BECI$S|ON CLAUSE: l

a

This Memorandum Circular rescinds MC Nr 03-98.
't

AMIAN L CAR,LOS
PCG
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ENCLOSURE

CHARACTERISTICS OF.DAY AND NIGHT SIGNALS

IYPHOON SIGNAL NR 1

* CONDITIONS

when conditions dangerous to small crafts are forecasted for the areas (winds.of30-60 kph or 16-32 knots), i t"o punnant will be displayed by day, and a red light overwhite light wiil be displayed at nignl'
,, FLAG/ PENNANT 

LIGHT

TYPHOON SIGNAL NR 2

" coNDtTtoNs

^^ - ^^T*9 
red pennants o, , *hit. iight,over a red light indicate that winds ranging from

3i,:33i3!,[11;tjfl,oflj- rorecaseo ano conJitiins are danserous to the 6pJration

0
O

LIGHT

0
O

- FLAG/ PENNANT



TYPHOON SIGNAL NR 3 and 4

* CONDITIONS

A square red flag with a black center Qr two red lights indicate that winds from 100-185 kph (54-100 knots) are forecasted and conditions are dangerous to-the operations ofali types of vessels.

. FLAG/ PENNANT LIGHT

O
0



ANNEX B

MARPOL INCIDENT REPORT
(SOP No._ Form G)

(PCG Reporting UniQ

A. DATE/TIME OF REPORT
B. INFO SOURCE OF REPORTING UNIT
c. PrAcE oF |NC|DENT (LAT/LONG)

D. TYPE OF POLLUTTON (OtL, OTHERS)
E. CAUSE OF POLLUTION
F. APPROX QTY SPILLED
G. EXTEITIT OF AFFECTED AREA
H. PREVAILING SEAMEATHER CONDIiION
I. NAME OF VES/GRT'NT
J. TYPE OF VES/OFF SHORE INSTALLAfION
K. REGI STRYIHOMEPORT/ADDRESS

L. PORT OF ORIGIN
M. PORT OF DESTINATION
N. ON.SCENE COMMANDER
O. ACTION TAKEN BY REPONTII.IG UruIr

P. OTHER REMARKS

REPORT SUBMITTED BY:
(SIGNATURE OVER PRINTED NAME)

REPLY TEL/FAX NUMBER:


