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PASIGRIVERJAFETY,SECURITY,ANDTHEGoVERNANCEoFITSECoSYSTEM
(PASSAGE)

I. AUTHORITY

A. Repurblic Act No. 5173 , as amenclecl: Philipplne coast Guard Law

B. Presiclential Decree No. 600 Marine Polh-rtion Decree of 1974

c. presiclential Decree No. 602: National oil PollLrtion ollerations center

Decree
D presiclerrtial Decree No. 979: Marine Pollutiorr Decree of 1976

II. REFERENCES

A. lnternatiorral Convention for Safety of Life at Sea (SOLAS)' 1974, as

amended
B. Convention on lnternational Regulations for the Preventiorr of Collision

at Sea (COLREGS), 1972
C. lnternational Conventiorr for the Prevention of Pollution from ships

(MARPOL), 1973, as anrendecl

D. p5ilippirre'N/erclrar-rt Marine Rules arrd Regulations (PMMRR)' 1997

E.PresiclerrtialsecurrityGror:;r(PSG)StandarcloperatingProcedure
(SOp) No. 03 clatecl Marclr t'ggO: Gr-ridelines for Vessels Transiting the

Restrictecl Portion of Pasig River

F.Repr-rblicActNo.9295:DonresticshippirrgActof20aS

III. POLICY

Tlre philippine coast Gr,rard (PCG) slrall corrtinue to spearlread the promoticrn

of safety, security of transpofiation, aircl protection throltglr governance of the marine
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ecosystefit of the Pasig River ancl its tributaries in order to sustain a viable, efficient, ancl
dependable transportatiotr systenr as an effective instrument for national cleveloprnelt.

IV. OBJECTIVES

A. To allow a smooth and continLrolrs flow of traffic of passengers and cargoes
along the Pasig River and its tribLrtaries.

B. To promote tlre sal'ety ancl security of slrips, watercraft, passengers, and
cargoes in transit or otlrerwise bertlred along tlre river.

C. To pronrote, tlrrough effective governance, tlre protection of the river's
ecosysterrr in order to sustain its recovery and development.

D. To strengthen cooperation l:etween the government and private sectors for
the prornotion of a viable, efficient, ancl dependable tranqportatiorr system.

V. SCOPE

Tlris Men-roranclum-Circular shall apply to all ships/vessels, barges, ferry boats, fish
carriers, and other means of conveyance used for transporting people ancl goods along the
Pasig River and its tributaries.

VI. DEFINITION OF TERMS

A. Pasig River - is tlre main body of inland rravigable river that stretches
approximately 27 kilometers fronr wher-e it drains Laguna cle Bay and Metro Manila to its
mortth in Manila Bay. For the purpose of tlris Menrorandum-Circular, any reference to
Pasig River slrall include its two majortribr-rtaries, namely: San Juan River ancj Marikina
River.

B. Specified Areas - are specifically clesignated areas along tlre Pasig River
where certain speed restrictions apply.

C. Restrictecl Area - is the area from Ayala Bridge up to Pandacan Bridge,
otlrerwise known as the restricted area of Malacariang Conrplex where strict secr-rrity
proced ures/nreasures are applied.

D. Slrip/Vessel includes every description
conveyances used or capable of being r-rsed as a means
waterways.

watercraft and otlrei
transportation in inlarrd

E. Self-Propelled Barges - are nranned vessels r-rtilized solely for the carriage of
cargoes and propelled by their own propr-rlsiort systems for navigation purposes.
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F. Ferry Boats - are passenger vessels designed and operated only inside

bays, harbors, and rivers.

G. Tugboats - are vessels desigrred prirnarily for towing operations.

H. Tankers - a[e vessels designed primarily for tlre carriage of petroleutl,
chernical, or otlrer liqLtid cargoes.

l. Tawicl-tlog Utility Craft - a vessel of incligenous design duly registered and

utilizecl to ferry people and cargoes to and frorn opposite banks of the Pasig River.

J. Burrclenecl Vessel - a vessel, wlrich is requrired by the Rules of the Road to

give way to another vessel dLrring a crossing sitr-ration.

K. Privileged Vessel - a vessel, whiclr is required by tlre Rules of the Road to

nraintain its speed and course durring a crosslng situation.

L. Master or Patron - Any person who has qr-ralified lrinrself/herself through

appropriate education and experience to comrnand a ship, vessel, or watercraft. The

edt-rcation ancl experience nrust be sr-rpporled by an eqqivalent license andlor certification

issuecl by the appropriate governnrent regulatory agency.

M. Shipowner - a natural or jurriclical person who owns, operates, and manages

a slrip, vessel, or watercraft errgaged irr the business of transpotting passengers or

cargoes.

VII. SPECIFIC GUIDELINES

A. SAFETY

1. Vessel SafetY Requirements

a. All slrips/vessels rnust be dLrly registered and licensed by tlre
appropriate regulatory autlrority to ply tlreir tracle along Pasig River. Anent thereto, they

shall conrpty wittr the pMMRR arrcl otlrer applicable rules and regulations perlaining to the

carriage onboard of the appropriate number of lifesaving appliances and firefighting

eqr-ripment.

b. All ships/vessels nrust be manned in accordance witlr tlre mininrum

safe mannirrg level required by the PMMRR relative to size and type'

c. All ships/vessels operating along Pasig River, except the tawicl-ilog

urtility craft, shall carry onboard a marine VHF radio capable of working on channels 16

(cleciicatecl clistress mtnitoring and callirrg channel) and B2A (working clrannel) in order to

be able to comnrutnicate with each other ancl make known the courses of action tlrey nray

need to t-tnclertake to promote safe navigation.
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d. All slrlps/vessels slrall comply with applicable rules and regulations on
the carriage onboard of navigational aids, ie, running lights, day and night signaling
devices, chads, etc.

2. Traffic lVlanagement

a. All vessels transiting the Pasig River shall not exceed tlre maximum
speecl of twelve (12) knots ancl will observe caution dLrring meeting, overtaking situations
ancl wlren passlng throurgh areas where other vessels are docked. lf necessary, they slrall
slow clowrr to a safe speed under these circunrstances to avoid damage to property
caused by wave action or vessel wash.

b. Notwithstancling paragraplr a, all ships/vessels shall observe s;reed
regulatior-rs as indicated in the following specified areas along the river:

Specified Area
Nr.

Boundary
Description Specific Location Speed

From abourt 500
mtrs from mouth
of San Juan River
Branclr going
upriver

To vicinity Sta
Ana Pasig River
Ferry Station

And vice versa

LAT 14deg 35rnin
23sec N
LONG 121deg
00min 32sec E

LAT 14deg 35min
04sec N
LONG 121deg
00min 37sec E

5 knots

From abourt 200
nrtrs before and
after Lambingan
Bridge
(both ways)

LAT 14deg 35min
18sec N
LONG 121deg
01min 00sec E

LAT 14deg 35min
13sec N
LONG 121deg
01nrin B.Ssec E

5 knots

t/
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mtrs
Larnbirrgan
(upriver)

after
Bridge

Fronr abourt 500 LAT 14deg 35min
02 sec N
LONG 121deg
01mln 02sec E

i

LAT 14deg 3ztrnin
50sec N
LONG 121deg
01r-nin 03sec E

5 knots

To 500 mtrs prior
Valenzuela Ferry
Station

And vice versa

Fronr
500mtrs
and
Pandacan
(both ways)

aboul
before

after
Bridge

c. Tlre Pasig River portiorr inrnrediately after passlng Pandacan Briclge
(going upriver) orat LAT 14deg 35rnin 54sec N, LONG 121deg 00rnin 46sec E, to a point
near where the Pasig River branches to tlre San Jr:an River or at LAT 14deg 35min 32sec
N, LONG 121cleg 00rnin 50sec E, is a one-waytraffic area (only one slrip/vessel may pass
at any one time going either direction); tlrus, in meeting situations, vessels going downriver
(bournd for Manila Bay) are considered privileged vessels and mr-rst transit the one-way
area first. Vessels going upriver (boirncl for Lagr,rna de Bay) are considered burdened
vessels and mLrst give way.

d. No tawicl-flog t-ttility craft slrall be allowed to move across the river by
the use of running lines.

e. Tawid-llog Lttility craft and other ships/vessels crossing the river shall
glve way to ships/vessels going upriver or downriver, which have the right of way at all
tinres.

f. Overtaking is prohibited in approaches to river bends and in passing
under bridqes.

g. A vessel nearing a river bend wlrere other vessels may be obscured
by arr intervening obstruction shall sound one prolonged blast. Such signal shall be

LAT 14deg 3Srnin
52 sec N
LONG 121deg
OOnrin 24sec E

LAT 14deg 3Srnin
34sec N
LONG 121deg
00min 53sec E
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answerecl with a prolongecl blast by arry approaclring rvessel that rnay be within hearing
aroundthebenclorbelrindtheirrterverrirrgobstruction'

l

lr. Wlren navigatirrg clr-rring niglrttirne,rall tankers loadecl witlr petroleupr
products slrall slrow a blinking red liglrt on top of the bridge with 360degree visibility at a
range of three (3) naLrtical nriles in addition to those prescribed by the Rr-rles of tlre Road. 

\i. All ships/vessels traversing the river shall have onboard a search liglrt
or a strong 5-7 cell flash light for enrergency use such as man overboard or any other
rescue operation.

J. Arry sighting of new clerelicts by all slrips/vessels transiting the river,
whiclr are lrazards to navigation, shall be repofied immediately to the PCG by the Master
or Patron.

k. Anchoring of sliips/vessels is absolutely prohibited anywhere on thd
Pasig River. ln case slrips/vessels incur derangements such that they are unable to
continr-re their voyages, the owners/operators of such ships/vessels shall immediately
caLrse tlre ships/vessels to be towed to the nearest safe berthing area. Towing cost shall
be charged to tlre owner/operator of tlre vessel towed.

3. Berttring

a. Berthing of ships/vessels in specifically designatecl areas shall be
parallel to the river banks and shall not be nrore than two (2) abreast on a first-come, first-
served basis.

b. ln befihing, the owners, operators, or shipping agents shall ensure
tlrat tliey file their applications to bertlr their slripslvessels at their desired berths well
alread of tirne to allow tlre approving authority enouglr time to allocate berths at the desired
nurlber of two (2) abreast at any time.

c. Areas witlrirr the distance of thirty (30) meters before and after tlre
location of tlre ferry stations slrall be for single berthing only.

d. ldle ships/vessels in excess of the allowed two (2) abreast bertlring
shall be towed to alternate berthing areas. The towing lees incurred shall be charged to
the owner/operator of the ships/vessels.

4. Towing

a. Towing vessels slrall observe the limitations on length of tow. l\o
towlrrg in any parl of the river slrall consist of more than two (2) lighters or barges, never
abreast, witfi tow lines not over twelve (12) meters long between the towing boat and the
first tow and not over two (2) rrreters between each tow.



fl'
I
t
t.

F

r
,

b. Wlrerr two (2) tugltoats irr towing operations are in a meeting situation,

the tLrgboat navigating clownr"iver (bourrcl for Manila Bay) is deemed to be tlre privileged

vu==eiancl shall therefore mairrtain its speed and course. The tugboat navigating upriver

(bor_rrrcl for Laguna de Bay) is cleerled to be the br-rrclened vessel and shall tlrerefore give

WAV.

c. Turgboats in towing operations shall be deemed privileged vessels in a

5. Search and Rescue

a. Wlrile lre PCG remains tl-re prinrar\/ agency with the rnandate on the

concluct of searclr ancl rescure operations, all ships/vessels transitirrg the Pasig River are

cleemecl vessels of opportr-rnity. Vessels of opportlrnity are ships/vessels trarrsiting nearest

to an acciclent area,'which can be tappecl to render immediate assistance while a larger

scale of search and rescue operations is being organizecl by the appropriate autlrorities'

b. Uporr assurnption by the appropriate governlnent altthority of the

responsibility for the search ancl rescue-operations, vessels of opportr-rnities engaged in

the operatiorr slrall be imnrediately clischarged of tlreir obligation and allowed to resume

their normal oPerations.

c. ln case of accidents involvirrg ships/vessels in the Pasig River,

navigation in the acciclent area shall tenrporarily cease until cleared and declared safe by

tlre PCG ancl/or other governmerrt ar-rtl'rority'

B. SECURITY

1. Ships/VesselsSecurityRequirements

a. All ships/vessels transiting the Pasig River slrall have onboarcl secr-lrity

arrangerTrerrts clesigrrecl to protect tlre slrips/iessels, tlreir crew, and the passengers ancl

cargoes fronr crimirial elerrrents wlro rniglrt i'tend to induce harm of a.y kind'

b. All slrips/vessels, ports and otlrer facilities along the Pasig River may

be sr-rbjectecl to ranclom security irrspectlon by tl-re PCG.

2. Security in the Restricted Area

a. All sSips/vessels passing along tlre Restricted Area may be boarcled

by pSG/pCG persorrnel for inspeciiorrci tn* ierry statiorr, nearest CG Checkpoint

Arroceros for all ships/vessels going upriver and at the ferry station nearest cG

Detachr-.ent pureza for all sl-rips/veJsels going downriver' ln passi'g through' all

ships/vessels must speecl r-rp to shortest trarrsit tirne to clear the restricted area'
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b. All activities witlrin tlre Restricted Area shall lrave prior clear-ance and
coorclination from tlre PSG.

c. All ships/vessels transiting the Pasig River are not allowed to stop
along tl-re Restricted Area

cl. The use of cameras arrd binoculars is prolribited while passirrg the
Restricted Area.

e. Curfew hours are enforcecl witlrin the Restricted Area from 23001-l to
0500H. All ships/vessels passing the area cluring the curfew period are required to secLlre

a "CLrrfew Pass" fronr tlre PSG.

f. The PSG irlplenrents total closure of tlre Restricted Area in instances
wlren tfte Presiclent crosses the river and/or dLrring lreigl-rtened alert situations where there

is a corrfirnred credible tlrreat to tlre seat of governn'lent. Any ship/vessel, except those as'

specifiecl in paragrapfi g of this sirb-section, wanting to rravigate the river passing througlr

ilre Restrictecl Area when it lras been declared closed to traffic should seek clearance fronr

tlie PSG.

g Notwithstanclirrg paragraph f of this st-tb-section and In orcler not to
disrr,rpt tlre flow of passengers, ferry boats may be allowed transit along the restricted area

cl1rring closu[e, provicled: that PSG/PCG securrity escort personnel are embarked onboard

the ferry boats dr-rrirrg passage along; tlre restricted area. Embarkation and disembarkation
poipts for tlre PSG/PCG personnel slrall be at tlre ferry stations nearest CG Checkpoittt
Arroceros (r"rpriver) arrd CG Detachment Pureza (downriver).

C. IVIARINE ENVIRONIVIENTAL PROTECTIOI{

1. PolltltionPreventionRequirements

a. Dr-rnrpipg and/or clischarge into tlre Pasig River of any forrn and in any

amount of garbage ancl oil, oily-water mixtures, no><ious liqr-rid, and other harmfLtl

sr.rbstances frorn maclrinery Spaces, cargo spaces, and cargo pump room bilges of

slrips/vessels is absolr-rtely prohibited.

b. All sl-rips/vessels transiting tlre river slrall lrave onboard a Garbage

Managetlent Plan dr-rly approved by the PCG.

c. Tankers shall comply with applicable requirements on the carriage of

pollr-rtion control eqr-ripment inclucling the installation of oily-water separators and having

onboard eqLrivaleni arrangen-lents for the storage of used or waste oil arrd oily-water

sr-rbstances.
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2. Containment and RecoverY 
r

a. The Officers ancl crew of all ships/vessels transiting the Pasig River

nrust be able to r-rnclertal<e initial containnrent ancl recovery operations in case of an oil spill

fronr lreir- slrips/vessels. For tlris pllrpose, they must lrave onboard variolts sizes of

woodel plLrgs or ecluivalent slroring inrplenrents to stop leaks frotn any breacl-t on the lrr-rlls

into tlre river

VIII. RESPONSIBILITY

A. Depr-rty Clrief of Coast Gr-rarcl Staff for Mtaritime Safety Services (DCS-

r\/rss)

1. Monitor tlre itrrplerlerrtation of tlris Metlorandum-Circular ancl

consoliclate alcl forward to CPCG reports relatecl to maritirne safety and Aicls to Navigation.
(ATON)

Z. ln coorclrnatiol witft tlre DANO, unclertake frequent evaluatiorr of tlre

status alrcl serviceability of ATON eqLtiltment along Pasig River with a view to their

upgrade or ittrprovenrent.

3 ln coordinatiorr with tlre concerned PCG r-tnits and tlre Pasig Rrver

Ferry Service Operations Center, continuously evah-rate and r-rpdate tlris Mernoranclunt-

Circular i1 r-elation to clranges tlrat nlay occLrr irr the entirety of tlre activities being

unclertaketr along the Pasig River.

B. Commancler, Coast Guard District Natiorral Capital Region-Central
L.uzon

Sr-rpervise tlre strict irrrplernerrtation of this Memorandum-Circular

C. CG District Aids to Navigation Officer

1. Co;rdLrct sLlt1ey, inspection, ancl morritoring of aids to navigation

(ATON) eqr-ripnrent ancl related infrastn-lcture along Pasig River

Z. Sr-rb11it to lrig5er lreaclcluarters (Attn: DCS-MSS) a weekly repofi on

tlre status of ATON eqLriprlent ancl related infrastructt-tre along Pasig River'

D. CG Station Commanders

1. Epsure that PCG personnel irrvolved in the implementation of tlris
Merloranclr.rnt-Circr.rlat are well-versecl witl-r tlre proceclltres contained lrerein'

I
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2. Ensure tlre availal:ility of personnel and nraterial assets and resources
to respond to enrergerrcy sitLrations that nray develop along the Pasig River.

3. Ensure tlre proper coorclination and inforrnation dissenrination of this
Memorancllrnt-Cirtcular to owners, operatcrt"s, and agents/representatives of all

ships/vessels, ferry boats, tugboats, fislr carriers, barges, tawid-ilog utility craft, and other
conveyances to wlrich it applies

E. Commander, lUaritime Safety Services Comnrand

Morritor tlre o;:eration of aicls to navigation equiptnetrt ancl related
irrfrastrr-rctr-rre along Pasig River ancl inclr-rcle irr its annual program and br-rdget funds for the

ser-vice, rlaintetrance, and r-tpgrade of sLlclr eclltipment.

F. Ship/Vessel OwnersiOperators

1. Ensure the proper clocumentation of their slrips/vessels transiiing tha
Pasig Rivet.

2. Enslrre acleqr-rate ntanagernetrt suppotl for the nraintenance of their

sl-rips/vessels irr safe, secLlre, seawortlry, and environnrent-friendly condition.

3. Ensure that the Officers arrcl crew of tl-reir slri;ts/vessels are ft-tlly

apprisecl of tlre contents of tlris Menroratrclunr-Circular.

G. Master/ Patron of Ships/Vessels

1. Strictly acllrere to tlre provisior-rs of tlris Menrorandum-Circular and

sl-rall be lrelcl primarily resportsib[e for non-col'llpliance thereof.

2. Concluct routirre safety, security, and nrarine environtnent protection

clrills and exercises.

3. Responcl when callecl upon to requests for assistance for search and

resclre operations and otlrer emergency situations.

IX. PENALTY PROVISION

Sl-ripowrrers, operators, and tlre Masters or Patrons of tlreir slrips/vessels transiting
gre pasig Riu"r for-rnci in violation of the provisions of tlris Memorandum-Circular shall, after

clue lreerr-ipg for acljt-rdication, be assessecl the following firres and penalties without

prejLrclice to the sanctions tlrat rlay be later inrposecl as a result of a rnaritirne acciclent.
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B. Second Offense

C. Tlrird Offense

Warning and fine of Ten Thousand
Pesos (PhP10,000.00)

Fine of ThirtY Thousand Pesos
(PhP3O,000.00) and

recofflmenclation for suspension of
license

Fine of FiftY Thor-rsand Pesos
(P1rP50,000.00) and a

ieco,nnr",-rclation for revocation of
license

X. RESCISSION CLAUSE

HpCG lVlemorarrclLlffl .. Circular No.04-97 clatecl 18 Augr,rst 1997 entitled: "special

RLrles ancl Regulations prescribing Navigation Along Pasig,River" is lrereby rescinded'

XI. EFFECTIVITY

Tlris Mernoranclunr - circular slrall take effect fifteen (15) clays after its publication

in a newspaper of general circulation

m#m,
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