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HPCG/CG-B

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR)

NUMBER

:

0B-oB )

Ro u Tl N G slrEIEU[-ALgEtsp
AND THE BATANGA

I. AUTHORITY:

R.A. 5173, as amended bY P'D' 601

Ll

D e p a rtnr e nt of T ra n s po {1ti L 31d .?:lT [lt:",?ti 3l:
p uil;iN C H r nn p ir-nr.r rAN o D BAYBAYI N IllG Pl Ll PI NAS

(l-leaclqurarters Philippine Coast !uard)
139 25rh Street, Porl Are

1018 Manila

II REFERENCES:

III. PURPOSE:

This Memorandum Circular

vessels navigating the area along

inshore traffic zones.

IV. SCOPE:

Philippine Coast Pilot, 6tr' Edition, 1995

negliation V B of the SOLAS Convention 1974

Coinrcs Convention 72 as amended

IMO ShiPs' Routing SYstem

HpCC l\/lC O+-Og clated 09 Jr-rly 03, Routing S

PPA - Port District of Southern Ltlzon Propo

dated 23 June 06

lt['0v {l ]i ljtiilrl 1

978 as amended

m at Verde lsland Passage
d Sealane at Batangas Harbor

a.
b.

d.
e.
f

prescribes the rules a

Verde lsland Passage,

J regulations to be followed bY

BatJngas BaY and designated

These rules and regulatiorrs apply to all vesse.ls tfansitino through the North and

So.rth passages of Verde tiland, L" noiin',nJ =outn 
lanfs of the Batangas sealane and

designated inshore traffic zones' 
I

I

V. DEFINITION OF TERMS: 
i

a. Area to be avoicled - an area within clefined tinlits in which either navigation is

particurlarlv h;;;;;;;' una *ni"r' slrould b? 
1,Y,"11t?-1-:y^'l::llffnn rhc rrirectionatb ElT:TiffitriTu".,,on of trarric trow - , t,rm. fattein indicating the directional

movement ottraric as established within a trafficlsepurllio,l::L":.?. ^, - traf{ir_
G lH[THT:jrT,:"';;;.-.j'l,Ju"il;;;r" ir.," r.ino*r'o bouncrarv or a trarric

separation scheme and the adjacent coast' 
I

I

t
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I

precautionary Area - an area within defined tiniits wnere ships must navigate

with particular caution. ll

Recommenuea rrack - a route, which has beehr specially examined to ensure

as far as possible tf,"t it is ft"ee of dangers ariO atonS which are-advised to

navigate' 
qnrr qrrqipm of rrne or more 

'ol'ltu" 
or routing measures aimed

Routing SYstem - anY sYstem of one c

at reducing the risr ottaiualties; this system inchides traffic separation schemes

r
d"

e.

f.

g.

h.

i.
oi-obpotirig traffic by appropriate means and

lanes.

VI. CONCEPT:

a. The Vessel Traffic Monitoring System, through i

Batangas, shall monitor and manage the r
established TSS.

a) Point
b) Point
c) Point
d) Point

along with the Prescribed rules

lll, the General Prudential Rule.

Control Center at the
of vessels

lanes arrd inshore traffic
in Section VIl.

separation
connecting

Port of
in the

b. lmaginary lines consisting of a separation zone'

ionl* ari established along the channel as desc

c. The Rules of the Road shall apply in all respect

and regulations herein. Notwithstanding Section

regulations herein.
d. ThL Routing System at Verde lsland Passa

Number qZlq (Yerae lsland Passage)'

of thJ COLREGS shall take precedence the prescribed rules and

is reflected in NAMRIA Chad

Vil. AREA DESIGNATION:

a- Description of Verde lsland Passage TSS

1) A separation zone is bounded by lines con

positions:

the following geograPhical

cting the following geograPhical

A ) Lat 13o 34.8'N Long 120o

a i Lat 13" 34.4'N Long 12oo

c i t-at 13" 34.4'N Long 121o

o it-at 130 34.8'N Long 1210

3'E
3,E
3'E
45',E,

)'E
ls',E
E

2) A separation zone is bounded by lines co

positions:

a) Point
b) Point
c) Point
d) Point
e) Point
0 Point

A traffic lane for northbound traffic
zones described in ParagraPhs Vll
the following geographical positions

,E
.3'E
.5'E

is esta hed between the

E) Lat 13o 32.9'N Long 1210

r j ut 13'33.2' N Long 121o

C ) Lat 13o 33' N Long 1210 13-'e

n i lat 13o 30.65' N Long 12_1" ',|

I i t-at 13o 30.45'N Long 121" 1

"l) t-at 13o 32.81 N Long 121o 1

3)
(a1) Vll (a2) and a line
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a)
b)
c)
d)

4) A traffic lane for southbound traffic
zones described in ParagraPhs Vtl
the following geographical positions:

Point(K )Lat13o36.8'N
Point ( L ) Lat 13o 36.8' N
Point ( M ) Lat 130 35.3' N
Point ( N ) Lat 13o 32.5' N

,E
,E

,E
,E

is established between
(a1) andlVll (a2) and a

the separation
line connecting

a) Point ( O ) Lat 13o 32.7' N

b) Point ( P ) Lat 13o 32'6' N

c) Point ( Q ) Lat 13o 28.9' N
d) Point ( R ) Lat 13o 30.6' N

e) Point ( S ) Lat 13o 28.6' N

Batangas Sealane

Long 121o
Long 121o

3'E
1'E

Long 121o 0 11'E
Long 121" 1 .1' E
Long 121'1 ,E

d.

watercraft and slrips plying the North and uth lanes of the baY bounded

between the separation line or zone which

positions through longitude and latitude'

2) rhe specific sealane starts flom .]he n3lpor,liT1| 1l^Yi :"-T,ll .t:J1i::

il*"# ffiolll' point and Matahibons Mlinok coverins..r, l"J*l ,ll1Y:
mites and ends at the north side at abJut {hree mites SSW off S!?; 

91,?li
port. The sealane r,u. a *ioln oi t*o (2) nauiical mile-swit[i 

=f,*l?:[",:inside the lane of 0.3 miles or 600 meters. 41Uy lane for.the north bound is

one (1) mile off rvruto"o point witlr glq.(1) naiutiialm!l?-*itl y:,tYf.lo;,*l

lines between points (Refer to Chart in An

ffii il';nl iii ;ite east orf Malahioons linanok with one (1) mile width

eastward. il

ll

3) At each side of the sealane is one (1) nauti{ral mile.cle_arance on both sides

(east and west) which serves '" "''i'nn"" hn.d. 
exit for the lnshore Traffic

Zones. These ,r* th. areas of Batangap narnor not covered by the

sealane. 
- 

|

I

4) A traffic for North and South bound is. esfablished 9n both sides of the

separation finelzone Olstribed^in coordinatfs^lelow connected by straight

1) A sealane within Batangas Bay is hereby

dedicated navigational channels intended
blished. The sealane are
the control of traffic of all

connected bY geograPhical

(A), (B), (C), (J), (K) and (L)

D); (E), (F), (G), (H) and (l)-

a) Point (A) Lat 13o 42.6'N Long 121"

b) Point (B) Lat 13o 41.4 N Long 121o

cj Point (c) Lat 13o 37-7'N Long 121o

d) Point (D) Lat 13o 37.7' N Long 120o

e1 .eoint (E) Lat 13o 4'1.5 N Long 1200

0 Point (F) Lat 13o 42.7 N Long 120o

gl Point (G) Lat 13o 42.8'N Long 120o

[) Point (H) Lat 13o 41.7 N Long 12oo

i) Point (l) Lat 13" 37-7 N Long 120o

ji Point (J) Lat 13o 37.7' N Long 121o-til 
Point (K) Lat 13o 41.3 N Long 121o

l) Point (L) Lat 13o 42.5'N Long 1210

5) The Northbound sealane comprises po

00.11'E
00.0'E
00.0'E
5e.7 E
5e.7 E
59]B E
5B.B'E
58.7 E
59.7',E
01.01 E
01.0' E

while southbound sealane comprises points



c. Areas to be Avoided

a) Point
b) Point
c) Point
d) Point
e) Point
0 Point

I) Lat 13o 31'N Long 121" A4'
U) Lat 13o 31.35'N Long 121o
V) Lat 13o 33'N Long 121o 05.
W) Lat 13o 34.6' N Long 121"
X)Lat 13o 34.8'N Long 121o
Y) Lat 130 33.6'N Long 121o

cinity of Verde lsland bounded

.75',E
'ir
.B'E
.6'E
.1',E

.7O' E west ,of the Port of
observed extra precautionary

and the Batangas coast until

nd the Mindoro coastline.

1) An area to be avoided is established at the
by a line connecting the following.Eeog l'positions:

2) To protect the marine sanctuaries in the Ma waters, passage through

in length and not engaged in the carriagje of oil products and other
hazardous substances. Said passage shall a[so be mainly for the purpose of

d.

passing through from/to Batangas Bay t Balayan Bay. No fishing/
Stait-fishing related activity is allowed within M

Precautionary Areas

1) Precautionary areas are established when the traffic lane close to
Verde lsland and when changing courses to

2) The area at the north end of the s is called precautionary area

measures in maneuvering due to expected congestion.

lnshore Traffic Zones

centered on Lat 13a 44.25' N Long 1210
Batangas (Baseport) where all vessels sha

The area between the northbound traffic
Maricaban lsland.

2) The area between the southbound traffic lane

Designated Reference Points For Ship Reporti

1) Verde lsland TSS North passage

1)

a) Malabrigo Point Lat 13o
b) Verde East Lat 13o
c) Arenas Point Lat 13o
d) Verde North Lat 13o
e) Matucco Polnt Lat 13o

0 Malahibo Lat 13"
g) Papaya Point Lat 13o

2) Verde lsland TSS South passage

36.0'N Long
34.8'N Long
37.2'N Long
34.8'N Long
38.4'N Long
37.6'N Long
37.2'N Long

Lat 13o 26.2' N Long
Lat 13o 29.4' N Long
Lat 13o 31.35'N Long
Lat 13" 31.0'N Long

21"
210
21"
21"
210
204
200

15.6',E
02.6',E
04.6',E
02.6'E
01.g',E
57.8'E
54.0',E

a) Calapan Point
b) Baco Chico
c) Verde South
d) Verde West

210
210

11.7',E
10.6'E
06.7s',E

o4.o'E
21"

21"
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Escarceo Point Lat 13o 31.4'N
Minolo Point Lat 13o 30.7 N

3) Batangas sealane and inshore'traffic zone

a) Batangas Entrance-
b) Batangas lnshore East Area
c) Batangas lnshore West Area
d) Casador Point
e) Gamao Point

vilr. GENERAL GUIDELINEg

59.2',E
54.4',E

42.60'N Long 121o 00.10'E

41.0 N Long 121o 53.40'E
39.40'N Long 120o 55.90'E

s of more than 20 meters
the North or South Passage

condition.

the general direction of traffic

traffic lane, which lies on her

zone.

20"
20"

e)
0

Lat 1

Lat 1

Lat 1

a. The established TSS slrall be mandatory for all
in length that shall pass through Batangas Bay
of Verde lsland for use by day and by night in all

b. A vessel navigating a TSS shall:

1) Proceed within the appropriate traffic lane
flow for that lane;

2)

3)

Keep as near to the outer boundary of
starboard side as safe and practicable; and
As far as practicable, keep clear of the traffic

A vessel shall, as far as practicable,
do so, shall cross on a heading as
general direction of the traffic flow.

avoid g traffic lanes, but if obliged to
nearly as icable at right angle to the

f.

d.

g.

Normally join or leave a traffic lane at the nation of the lane, but when
joining or leaving from either side, shall do so at
direction of established traffic flow as practicable

small an angle to the general

A vessel shall not use the designated inshore zone when she can safely
use the appropriate traffic lane. The inshore
pass the traffic lanes.

zone is for vessels oPtional to

Notwithstanding subparagraph e(1), a vessel mly use the inshore traffic zone

h.

i.

j.

k.

when en route to or'froni a'place iituated withi{r the inshore traffic zone, or towhen en route to or from a place situated withiit the inshore trafftc zone, or to
avoid immediate danger. 

I

A vessel other than a crossing vessel or a vessfl joining or leaving a lane shall

not enter the separation zoneLxcept in cases g{emergency to.avoid immediate
danger. 

I

A vessel navigating in areas near the terminati{ns of the TSS shall do so with
particular caution. 

I

No vessel shall anchor in or near the TSS, or in q'reas near its termination'
I

A vessel not using the TSS shall avoid it by as wife a margin as practicable'

Vessels that are not mandatory to navigate with{n the TSS shall not impede the

passage of a power-driven vessels following tlre established traffic flow of a

traffic lane. , 
I

Isl
f,

I



l.

no operation shall be undertaken until after its ce and dissemination.

m. No fishing/fishing-related and recreational
TSS.

shall be allowed within the

When a master of a vessel observes another not following the Prescribed
passage rules, he shall appropriately use "YG," ing you appear not to be
complying with the traffic separation scheme,
Code of Signals.

provided in the lnternational

IX. PROCEDURES

a. Verde lsland passage

1) When entering and navigating inside the TSp, all vessels shall report to the
VTMS Control Center with the following infor1hation.

il

a) Ship identification, type, gross tonnage; ll

bi Position either in relation to the refer$nce points as enumerated
section VII e, chart plot in Longitrlde anolltatituoe or GPS reading;.andsection VII e, chart plot in Longiturde anOlltatituOe or GPS reading; and

c) Whenever possible, the cruising speed lland expected time of arrival at

the next reference Point. 
ll

il

2) For other proceclures, refer to section vlll (Gineral Guidelines).

b. Batangas sealane t
t

i) While traversing inside the Batangas Sealanp TSS, vessels shall proceed at

safe speed (as described in Rule 6 of COLRFGS).
2) Northbound and inbound vessels shall comrlpence entry at Lat 13o 37'70'N

or when Malajibong Manok light is abeam onlher portside'.
3) The NorthboinO fSS shall terminate upon dntty-of^v^essels to precautionary

area in position Lat 13o 42.75'N and Long 1{1'00.06' East'

4) Vessels outbound shall depart precautionalV a1la and enter southbound

TSS in position Lat 13o 42.85'N Long 120" 5P'40'East'
5) South fSS 

"tratt 
terminate at Lat 13" 37.VO' North or when Malajibong

Manok is on her starboard beam.

lnshore Traffic Zone

1) Vessels with 20 nreters or less
the inshore traffic zone.

2) All fishing/ fishing related and
area.

in length mAy be allowed to navigate inside

recreationa activity maY be allowed in this
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x. EMERGEhicY FULES OF,PASSAFE:

b.Avesselnotundercommandshallstrictlyconforrrj
I

I

Xl. RESP0i{{ilBlLlTlE$: 
I

I

to HCGD STL and CG-8"

XII. DISPOSITIVE ACTION:

Coast Guard District STL (SBMI) shall investigate
herein and shall recommend the following:

a. tn cases of emergency, a vessel shall steer towflrds a safe sea and as far as

possible out of the TS$. ll
il

.tar nnmm.nrt qh:ril *^trir:tlv confcrrrrl lto Rule 27 of COLREGS.

a. All ship masters/owners/operators shall be held r{iponsible for disseminating the

rules and regulations prescribed herein' ll
b- Masters/patrons of ships/vessels shall be held {bsponsibte tor any loss of life

and/or property ," *rv be caused by any deviatifrn or non-compliance with the

provisions of this Memorandum Circular- .ll
Master/patron of ;;y ;;;;;t observing vesselrp not fotlowing the Rules of

passage shall reporUiubmit a marine pr&est as foon as possible to the nearest

PCG Unit or at tkrl next port of call. ll

d. pCG units, oGiOu oi CGOSTU, receiving_lfii reporumarine protest shall

immediately rorwarJ it to HPCG (Atin: CG-3ICGAP), which in turn shallforward it

First Offense: Suspension of Master/Patron's Lic

Second Offense: S u spension of Master/Patron's

reported incidents/ violations

for three (3) months;
for one (1) Year; anda-

b.
Third Offense : Revocation of the Master/Patron's nse

XIII. REPEJTLIIiIG CLAUSE:

The provisions of Memorandum Circular 04-03

Circular are hereby amended/ modified accordingly"

XIV. EFFECTIVITI.

This Memorandum Circular shall tal<e effect fifteen

a newspaper of general circulation-

06-93 inconsistent with this

5) days after its Publication in

vADrul,
Comnla

,.o,ll

ll

r:rf I,r-rbli ciI"i; j.,:t i i 1 [ ]lecatitbe::
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