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Department of Transportation and Comm unicatio n s

PUNONGHTMPILAN TANOD BAYBAYIN NG PILIPINAS
(Headquarters Philippine Coast Guard)

139 25h Street, Port Area
1018 Mapila

HPCG/CG.8

MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR)

NUMtsER
:

01- 09 )

0 5 FiB ?00$

AUTHORITY:

RA 5173 as amended bY PD 601

II. PURPOSE:

To prescribe ,policies and procedures in order to'enhance maritime safety .during

the occur*nce-of tropical depression, storm or typhoon in the Philippine area of

responsibility.

III. APPLICATION:

This circular shall apply to all vessels operating within the territorialjurisdiction of

the Republic o-f the PhiliPPines

EXERfrPTIONSi

A. Tugboats purposely used in assisting vessels in docking or undocking to or

from berthing Piers or wharves;

B. Government-operated vessels used for non-commercial purposes; and

C. Vessels catled upon by the PGG to assist in a specific search and rescue

operation.

DEFINITION OF TERMS:

A. Heavy Weather - refers to the violent atmospheric conditions of wind and sea

such as the occurrence of tropical depression, storm or typhoon.

B. MARINA - Maritime lndustry Authority
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PAGASA - Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical services

Administration

PCG - PhiliPPine Coast Guard

PPA - PhiliPPine Ports AuthoritY

Public Storm Warning Signal (PSWS) Nr 1 - declared if winds of 30-60 kph

iapproximately 16 -'s-z tonlotr) are expbcted in the locality in at least 36 hours-

Public storm warning signal (PSWS) Nr 2 - raised if winds of greater tha.n 60

kph up to 100 r.pr, iu=ppi6*irrt.rv gd-s+ knots) are expected in the locality in

at least 24 hours.

Public storm warning signal (PSWS) Nr 3 - raised if winds of greater than

1OO kph up io- fES kpn (approximately 54-100 knots) are

expected in the locality in at least 18 hours'

Public storm warning signal (PSWS) Nr 4 - raised if winds of greater.lhan

185 kph (approximat}V iOO l<nots and above) are expected in the locality in

at least 12 hours.

Public storm warning signal (PSWS) Sector - refers to areas covered by

psws Nr. 1 or pswS Nr] 2 and higher which are shown with correspbnding

color codes, as provided in PAGASA website'

Route - as used in"this circular, is defined as a .way .or course, 'taken or

planned to be taken, in navigating from a point of origin to a point of

destination, as Omeientiated fr6mthe word "route" used in'MARINA issued

franchises.

Vessel under this circular, refers to any ship' watercraft or other

conveyances used or capable of being used as means of transportation'
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vl. POLIGIES:

A. Vessels of 1,000 gross tons or below shatl not sail, except.to take 'shelter'

when psws number 1 is hoisted within its point of origin or route or point of

destination.

B. Movement of vessels above 1,000 gross tons is-left to the discretion and

responsibility of the ship owner and liaster when PSWS number 1 is hoisted

within its point of origin or route or point of destination.

c. Vessels of any tonnage shall not sail, except to- take shelter, when PSWS

number Z or tligf,er iJ hoisted within its point of origin or route or point of

destination.

D. Masters and ship owners of vessels above 1,000 gross tons who, based on

the intent of this circular, are glven or left with the discretion to sail during a

storm shall exercise extra precautionary measures and carefully study the

possible eteci oi a storm to the vessel's voyage with due regard to the

forecasted tracr<, wrno force and radius of the storm in reference to weather

bulletins anO-iiopi.al Cyclone Warning for Shipping issued by PAGASA

every 0500H, 1100H, 1700H and23NH'fufr-



E. Vessels sailing for the purpose of taking shelter shall depart without

passengers. Cirgoes already loaded onboard the vessel may be permitted

io rurr'in onboard provided that maximum precautionary measures shall be

observed by ensuring that proper lashing and stowage are strictlY followed.

It is the decision and responsibility of the Master and ship owner 9! the

vessel to ensure the safety of the ship and crew whenever they decide to

take shelter.

Vessels shall not sait when its point of origin or route or point of destination

is within an applicable PSWS Sector where it is not allowed to sail (as

provided in paragraphs A and c) based on the latest PAGASA weather

bulletin.

In no way shall ship owners and Masters of vessels depart from the intent of

this circular by violating the objective of the provision hereof on taking

shelter.

Ship owners and Masters shall exercise extra-ordinary diligence required by

law for common carriers in ensuring the safety of life and property at sea'
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vil. PROCEDURES:

A. Every lMaster or .any person in charge of a vessel, including the ship

ownJr/ operator shali consider the safety sf life at sea to take precedence

at alltimes.

The,Master or any person in charge of a vessel, including the ship owner/

operator shall eniure thai the latest weather bulletin is obtained and the

track of the typhoon and the PSWS Sectors are plotted on the weather

chart aboarO 6nip and at the company operations center or office'

When an applicable PSWS number (as prov'rded by Section Vl of this

circular) is hoisted in the port where a vessel is located or along its route or

point oi destination, the Master or Patron, when based on his judgment,

ihere is probable danger due to a typhoon, shall priolto the vessel's

ie["ttuo, inform the nEarest PCG unit in writing (as may be applicable),.of

his decision to take shelter in a safer place or to avoid the path of the

storm, attesting therein that the decision to leave port is his, in consultation

with the shiP owner.

The Master or Patron shall disembark passengers and institute maximum

precautionary measures to properly stow and 
' 
Secure cargoes, aS

Fr"".rin"o by MAR1NA, that are already onboard be{o1e leaving port to

take shelter at a safer piace. Cargo watches who are tasked to ensure the

safe condition of cargoes during the entire voyage/ sheltering shall be

posted"

lf already undenruay when an applicable PSWS number (as provided by

Section Vl of this circular) is hoisted in its immediate vicinity, or along its

route or destination, the Master or Patron shalltake no other option except

to avoid the path of the storm and take shelter and promptly inform the

"rrip 
o*nur rno tt',u-nuarest coast Guard unit. ship owners/ operators shall

ensure that Masters maintain continuous communication with them and
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shall immediately report to the coast Guard the ship's compliance to this

circular.

It is the responsibility of the master or patron of. the vessel to' take all the

n""uruury precautiois to avoid danger to his ship and injury to his crew

and passengers.

Communication between the vessel and the ship owner/ operator shall be

maintained at alltimes during the entire voyage, including vessels that are

tat<ing shelter. Communicaiion checks between the vessel and the

shipJwner/ operator shall be conducted at an interval of at least every 30

minutes. Any failure of communication with the vessel shall be reported

immediately-by the ship owneri operator to the nearest Coast Guard unit

through any available means.

VIII. RESFONSItsILITIES:

A. Director. PCG Actiqn Centerl Command Dutv Qfficer:

coordinate with PAGASA on the availability of weather bulletin every

osooH, 11OOH, 1700H and 2300H or whenever weather updates

from PAGASA are available and immediately disseminate same
-through -fastest means of communications to all PCG units,
.prioritizing"the areas directly affected or'may'be affected "by the

typhooni

Plot in the weather chart the'track,'forecast position of the typhoon

and PSWS Sectors in reference to paragraph t hereof'

lmmediately advise the Commandant, .PCG of any major maritime

incident.

continuously monitor all PCG units and take appropriate action on all

reported muiiti*" incidents. Recommend to the Chief, CG Staff the

activation of the crisis'Management committee in case of major

incidents.

perform other tasks as the commandant, PCG may direct.

PCG Distrlct Comn"landers:

1. Monitor and promptly obtain the latest weather bulletin through

HPCG or PAGASA-

2. Plot in the weather chart the track, forecast position of the typhoon

and PSWS Sectors in reference to paragraph t hereof'

3. Promptly disseminate the latest weather bulletin to all subordinate

units.
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maintain continuous communication with ship owners/ operators'

Notrfy the PCG of said action'

lnstitute maximum precautionary measures to ensLlre proper

;i;;g" and'lashing of cargoe?, as prescribed by MARINA' before

O"putt-u,= and car-rJe the fiosting of watches to ensure the safe

condition of cargoes during ihe entire voyage/ sheltering'

Review/ study the Typhoon Evasion or Avoidance Doctrine'

The overall responsibility of ensuring thesafety of. the ship' its

p;;=;;g;r; ano trew resis with the Master/Patron at alltimes'

RESAISSICIN CU-A.[-!SE:

ThislVlemorandum.circularrescindsMCNunrbero6.0Edated3oJune2ooS.

EFFEcTIVITYT

This lVlemorandum circular shatl tal<e effect fifteen (15) days after its publication in

a nevvspaper of general circulation'

Date of Publication: 06 February 2009' Philippine Daily lnquirer
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