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INTERIM GUIDELINES ON MOVEMENT OF VESSELS AND MOTORBOATS

I. AUTHORIry:

5173 as amended by PD 601

II. PURPOSE:

To prescribe policies and procedures in the movement of vessels and
motorboats during fair weather condition in the locality despite being declared to
be under Public Storm Warning Signal Number 1 by pAGASA.

III. APPLICATION:

This circular shall apply to vessels and motorboats of 1,000 GT and below
engaged in "Short Distance Voyages" operating in "special Areas" within the
territorial jurisdiction of the Republic of the Philippines.

IV. EXEMPTIONS:

A. Tugboats purposely used in assisting vessels in docking or undocking
to or from berthing piers or wharves;

B. Government-operated vessels and motorboats used for non-
commercial purposes; and

j

C. Vessels and motorboats called upon by the PCG to assist in a specific
search and rescue operation.

V. DEFINITION OF TERMS:

A. MARINA - Maritime lndustry Authority



B. Motorboat -
built wooden
transportation.

\_

under this circular, refers to traditionally designed and
hull watercrafts capable of being used as means of

PAGASA - Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Adm i nistration

PGG - Philippine Coast Guard

PPA - Philippine Ports Authority

Public Storm Warning Signal (PSWS) Nr 1 - declared if winds of 30-
60 kph (approximately 16 - 32 knots) are expected in the locality in at
least 36 hours.

Public Storm Warning Signal (PSWS) Sector - refers to areas
covered by PSWS Nr. 1 or PSWS Nr. 2 and higher which are shown
with corresponding color codes, as provided in PAGASA website.

Route - as used in this circular, is defined as a way or course, taken or
planned to be taken, in navigating from a point of origin to a point of
destination, as differentiated from the word "route" used in MARINA
issued franchises.

Short Distance Voyages - for the purpose of this circular, refers to
those voyages conforming to all the characteristics described below:

i. distance from the point of origin to the point of destination shall
not exceed four (4) kilometers (2.16 nautical miles);

ii. voyage from the point of origin to the point of destination can be
completed within thirty (30) minutes maximum; and

iii. the point of origin, route and point of destination, altogether, are
within a line of sight.

Special Areas - as used in this circular, are areas within bays and
rivers or enclosed by natural coves or sheltered zones whose natural
topographical characteristic makes its sea area less vulnerable to
adverse effects of the prevailing weather condition. lnitially, the
following are declared special areas under the purview of this Circular.

i. lloilo Strait bounded by the following points: On lloilo side south
edge of Mansaya River or at coordinates Lat 10 deg 42.2 mins
N, Lat 122 deg 35.3 mins E; West edge of Ortiz Wharf or at
coordinates Lat 10 deg 41 .4 min N Long 122 deg 34.4 E; on
Guimaras side at Estampa Point or at coordinates Lat 10 deg
42.4 min N Long 122 deg 37 mins E and Nagaba Point at
coordinates Lat 10 deg 39.9 mins N Long 122 deg 35 mins E.

Citionally used as
routes between said areas bounded by the following
coordinates:
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Pointl; Lat 11 degs 56 mins 04 sec N and Long 121 degs 56
mins 01 sec E;

Point 2:Lat 11 degs 55 mins 09 secs N and Long 121 degs 56
mins 09 secs E;

Point3: Lat 11 degs 56 mins 05 secs North and Long 121,degs
57 mins 05 secs E;

Point4; Lat 11 degs 57 mins 02 secs North and Long 121 degs
56 mins 0B secs E.

All other areas as the Commandant, PCG may direct.

K. Vesset - under this circular, refers to any ship, watercraft or other
conveyances used or capable of being used as means of
transportation.

GENERAL POLIGY:

Due to the distinct geographical characteristics of certain areas in the
country, effects of any particular typhoon signal may vary from one place to
another whenever it is hoisted or declared by PAGASA. As such, responsibility
and discretion is left to the vessel or motorboat owners/ masters / patrons/ boat
captains engaged in "Short Distance Voyages" in "Special Areas" the decision to
sail when PSWS Nr. 1 is hoisted in any of its origin, or route or destination. lt is
expected that they will act according to their best judgment in order not to expose
their cr,ew and passengers to unnecessary risks and prevent the loss of lives and
properties

VII. SPEGIFIC POLICIES:

A. Vessels and motorboats engaged in "Short Distance Voyages" within
"Special Areas", may sail when PSWS Nr. 1 is hoisted within its point
of origin or route or point of destination only when.all the following
conditions are strictly satisfied :

i) Voyage shall only be from sunrise to sunset;

ii) Sea condition is not rough;

iii) Prevailing wind speed in the area is not more than 30 kph
or 16 knots based on PAGASA or other reputable
sources;

iv) Rain showers in the point of origin, route or destination
should not be Moderate or Heavy;

v) There is good visibility. The route and area of destination
is seen by the naked eye from the point of origin;
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Duly licensed passenger vessels or motorboats shall only
carry passengers not exceeding 75% of its authorized
passenger capacity as per MARINA issued Passenger
Ship Safety Certificate (PSSC);

For passenger boats with open decks, passengers and
crew shall wear lifejackets prior to the departure of vessel
or motorboat and until disembarkation at the point of
destination;

viii) Masters and Boat Captains shall ensure that maximum
precautionary measures shall be observed in ensuring
the proper lashing and stowage of cargoes loaded
onboard the vessel or motorboat prior departure;

ix) There shall be a designated look-out and standby
Emergency Boat provided by any of the Local
Governinent Unit(s) or Shipping Company or Motorboat
Association in the origin and/or destination in case
assistance will be needed;

x) There shall be a credible communication link between
vessels and motorboats and the designated standby
Emergency Boat and the PCG.

Vessels and motorboats which cannot comply with paragraph A shall
not sail, except to take shelter.

Vessels and motorboats sailing for the purpose of taking shelter shall
depart without passengers. Cargoes already loaded onboard the
vessel may be permitted to remain onboard provided that maximum
precautionary measures shall be observed by ensuring that proper
lashing and stowage are strictly followed.

It is the decision and responsibility of the Master/ Patron/ Boat Captain
and ship/ motorboat owner to ensure the safety of the ship/ motorboat
and crew whenever they decide to take shelter.

ln no way shall ship/ motorboat owners and Masters/ Patrons/ Boat
Captains of vessels depart from the intent of this circular by violating
the objective of the provision hereof on taking shelter.

Ship/ motorboat owners and Masters/ / Patrons/ Boat Captains shall
exercise extra-ordinary diligence required by law for common carriers
in ensuring the safety of life and property at sea.

vi)
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VIII. PROCEDURES:

A. Every Master/ Patron/ Boat Captain or any person in charge of a
vessel/ motorboat, including the owner/ operator shall consider the
safety of life at sea to take plecedence at all times.

B. The Master/ Patron/ Boat Captain or any person in charge of a
vessel/ motorboat shall ensure that the latest weather bulletin is
obtained and the track of the typhoon and the PSWS Sectors are
plotted on the weather chart.

C. lt is the responsibility of the Master/ Patron/ Boat,Captain of the
vessel/ motorboat to take all the necessary precautions to avoid
danger to his ship/ boat and injury to his crew and passengers.

tx. RESPONSIBILITIES:

A. Director. PCG Action Center/ Command Dutv Officer:

1. Coordinate with PAGASA on the availability of weather bulletin
evely 0500H, 1100H, 1700H and 2300H orwheneverweather
updates from PAGASA are available and immediately
disseminate same through fastest means of communications to
all PCG units, prioritizing the areas directly affected or may be
affected by the typhoon.

2. Plot in the weather chart the track, forecast position of the
typhoon and PSWS Sectors in reference to paragraph t hereof.

3. lmmediately advise the Commandant, PCG of any major
maritime incident.

4. Continuously monitor all PCG units and take appropriate action
on all reported maritime incidents. Recommend to the Chief,
CG Staff the activation of the Crisis Management Committee in

case of major incidents.

5. Perform other tasks as the Commandant, PCG may direct.

PCG District Commanders:

1. Monitor and promptly obtain the latest weather bulletin through
HPCG or PAGASA.

2. Plot in the weather chart the track, forecast position of the
typhoon and PSWS Sectors in reference to paragraph t hereof.
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3. Promptly disseminate the latest weather bulletin to all
subordinate units.

4. Render situation report (SITREP) to HPCG every six hours to
include local weather and maritime traffic condition.

5. Monitor distress frequencies (VHF-Channel 16 [156.8 Mhz] and
HF 2182 Khz H3E [AM] transmission) and other sources of
reports particularly during adverse/heavy weather condition.

6. Through its CG Station Commanders, ensure that vessels/
' motorboats engaged in "Short Distance Voyages" in "special

Argas" within its AOR comply with all the provisions of Section
VII of this Circular.

7. Cancel short distance voyages as recommended by cognizant
station commander in' case weather deteriorates or the
provisions of Section Vll of this Circular are not met.

8. Perform other duties as the Commandant, PCG may direct.

C. PCG Station/Detachment Commanders:

1. Promptly obtain and monitor the latest weather bulletin through
the District Headquarters, HPCG or PAGASA.

2. Plot in the weather chart the track, forecast position of the
typhoon and PSWS Sectors in reference to paragraph t hereof.
Display the weather chart in a conspicuous area within the
Station/ Detachment office for the benefit of those who want to
be appraised of the prevailing weather condition.

3. Promptly disseminate the latest weather ,update to all
concerned subordinate unlts.

4. Render situation report to District Headquarters every six hours
to include weather and maritime traffic condition.

5. Ensure that vessels/ motorboats engaged in lShort Distance
Voyages" in "special Areas" within its AOR comply with all the
provisions of Section Vll of'this circular.

6. Recommend the cancellation of short distance voyages as
allowed in'this Circular in case the weather deteriorates or the
conditions set in section Vll of this Circular are not met.

7. Put on record alt notifications from vessels intending to seek
shelter.



Plot the prevailing weather condition, weather forecast and
PSWS Sectors on the weather chart.

lnform the nearest PCG unit of his decision to depart to seek
shelter as may be necessary.

Ensure that there are no passengers onboard when departing
from port to seek shelter.

Take no other option and cancel voyages when the prevailing
condition of the weather and vessel/motorboat do not comply
with the provisions of Section Vll of this circular.

lnstitute maximum precautionary measures to ensure proper
stowage and lashing of cargoes, as prescribed by MARINA,
before departure and cause the posting of watches to ensure
the safe condition of cargoes during the entire voyagel
sheltering.

Review/ study the Typhoon Evasion or Avoidance Doctrine.

The overall responsibitity of ensuring the safety of the ship, its
passengers and crew rests with the Master/'Patron/ Boat
Captain at alltimes.

X. PENALTIES AND SANGTIONS:
'

It shall be the duty and responsibility of the Masterl Patronl Boat Captain of
the vessel/ motorboat to ensure strict adherence to this Circular, at:all times, and
violations of the provisions hereof shall be subject to the following administrative
fines and/ or penalties after due notice and investigation.

A. First Violation - P 5,000.00 for every departure and warning;
B. SecondViolation - P 10,000.00 for every departure and stern

warnlng;
C. Third Violation P 20,000.00 for every departure and PCG to

recommend the revocation of Master/ Patron/
Boat Captain's License.

XI. RESCISSION CLAUSE:

The provisions of existing Memorandum'Circulars which are inconsistent
with this Memorandum Circular are hereby modified accordingly.
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XI. AUTOMATIC REVIEW

This Memorandum Circular shatl be subject to automatic review one year
after its effectivity. :: : :' i: "
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XII. EFFECTIVIW:

T[is Memorandum Circular shall take effect fifteen, (15)',,,{ays after its
publicationinanewspaperofgeneralcirculation...::.:

fu|,",,;

Date of Publication: 18 February 2Ot0, The Manila Times
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. .. T0pres(ribepoli(iesandprocedureiinthemovementofvesselsandmotorboatsduringfairweather(onditioninthe
lo(ality despite being declared to be under pubiic storm wantingligmiNu;;;;;;;;AdA.
il. 

^?P!EAL[!X:This ci(urar shail appry to veisers and motorboats 0f'r,000(Tand berow engaged in"Short Distancevoyage5,0pQratiDgin"speciatA.ea5"wirhintheteftitoriatjurisdi(rionoftfrenepuOficoftfreiiifippir.,;t '"'
lV. EXE!,lPTloilS:

A Tuirboats purposery used in astisting vessers in do(king or undo(king to or from berthiog pie6 d wharve!;8. Government-operatedvessel, and mororboutsrr"o roinon<om.ei iif frrpo*r,.naC. Vessets and motorboats ca,ed upon by rhe ICC to."ir, in , iil,ifi, searii i,iO rer.ue opu,ation.
V. DEFlillltoil Of TtnilSr

A. irAnlilA - Maritime lndufir, Aurhoriry
I Mototbort - under this circular,referito traditionallyile5,gned and built wooden hull watercrafts (apable ofbeing used as means oftransportati0n.
c PAGASA - phirippine Atmospheri(.6eophyri(ar and A5tronomi(ar servi(es AdministrationD. P(G - philippine (oail 6uard
t. PPA - Philippine Pons Authoriry
I Publi(StormWarningsignal(pSlV^S)flrt_declaredifwindsofJo-60kph{approxim.tetyl6_32knors)

are expe(ted in the locality in at least 16 h0urr.
G. Publi( Storm wahing Signal (PSWS) Se(tor _ refers to areas (overed by PSWS Nr. 1 or PSWS Nr 2 and
. higher whi(h are shown with corresponding cotorcoa"r,a, proriaed-in pleeii welsite.H. noute-_asusedinthirdrcular,hdefined;s"ruyor,ou"[.i.t.norpiinn"j"t.,"t*,innavigatingfrom

apoi0t of0rigin to a point ofdestinarion,as differeniiatedfrom the word4ori."-rr.o rn rt,|lnwe ir*ed fran(hises.l. Shortrist o(eVoyagcs-forthepurposeofttri:cirotar,rcfertottroseryrg.i;irrring"rlf,he(haractefrtic
der(ribed below:

i. distan(e from rhe poiot of 0rigin to the poitt of destination ,hall nor ex(eed four (4) kilometer, {2,16nauti(al miles);
ii. voyagefromthepointoforigintothepointofdertinationcanbe(ompletedwithinthirty(30)minutes

maximum;afld
iii. the pointoforigi0,routeand pointofde5ti0ation,altogether,arewithin 

a lineofsight.
J snedal Areas - at used i n th h (ir(u lar, a re a reas with io bays a nd riveis or en clored by natural (ove5 or shelteredzon€iwhose naturar topographi(ar charaderisti( r.i., ii;;;;;;;i;;r';;tieraute to aavere enects oftteprevailing weathel (ondition.lnitially,the f0llowing rre ce.tareu speriitireiiundertre purviewofthis tirrular:

i iloiroStraitboundedbythefoilowrngpoin$:0niloirosiderouthedgeofManrayaRiverorat(oordinates
[at 10 deg 42.2 mins N, r-at ]22_deg r5.3 mins E; uresr edqe of 0rtii whirf o, ut ,or,ain.t., t.t ro a.g4r.4 min N tong r22 deq i+.1 E; on Guimms side a tt,irp. tri"i * ut ...dinates Lat 10 deg 42.4min N tong 122 deg, ftins E and Nagaba pointat cooUinates Lat iO Je!:S.9 mins N Long t22 d"egls

ii Tan.n Strait between g0ra(ay and (ati(ran traditionary used as routes betwee' said arens bounded by
the following (oordinates:

pointl: lat I I degs 56 min, 04 5ec N and Long 121 degs 56 minr 0t 5e( t;
Point 2: Lat I I degs 55 mins 09 secs N a0d Long 

.l2t 
Oigs So mins Oe iec f;point 3: lat l1 d€gs 56 mins 05 se(s N and Lon; t2r A.i, Sl rf"i oi,.,i iipoint4; Lat 11 degs 57 mins 02 sec5 N and Lon; 12r a.i, x rln, oi i"i, i.

iii. All otherareasa5 the Commandant,p(G may dired.
K 

. 
Veiser - under this circurar, reiers to any ship,water(raft or other (0nveyan(es us€d or capabre ofbeing used
a5 med6 of kanspotration.

VI. GEI{ERAI. POUfl:

Due to the distin(t geographkar (haD(teris.ti6 of (ertainireas.i0 the country, effect5 ofany parti(urar typhoon 5rgnarmay vary from 0ne pla(e to anothel whenever it is hokted or de(lared by pAalsl.iirrir,, r.rp*rilirity and discretion is leftto the vr$el or m0torbet ownerj/ masters / patrons/ boat captains engaged rr;i-rr.ii rjiri."* voyrger, ir,spe(iar Areas,the de(irion to sair when psws Nr. r i5 hoisred in any or its oiigin, or riuilo, o.ii...ii"..i, 
', 

*p"red rhat they wi, a(ta((ording t0 their bestjudqment in order notto expose theircr;wand paJseng."io unn;i*rry,irrs and preve.t the rossofliverand properties

vtr. sptillc potttrrs,

A. Ie$ek and motorboats engaged.in"Shoil Distan(eVoyagefwithin,,Spe(ial AreaJ:maysait when PSWS Nr.1ishoiiledwithinitsFrif,toforiginorrouteorpoin,oiu"tinaion""iirrr.nallthefollowingconditionsare
rtri(tly ratijfied:

i) Voyage shall only be from sunriseto suo5et;

8.

C.

ii) Sea condition is nor rough;
ii i) Preya ir ing wi, d speed in th e a rea i5 ,ot more than 30 kph or 1 6 kn0t5 ba5ed on ,AGASA or ,ther reputable

s0ur(e5;

l], |ha:P:^.::,1 :f ,p-oint 
of origin, route or destinarion should not be Moderale or Hedvy;v/ tnere ts good visibility. The route and atea of deltination ls leen by the n;k€d eye from the point oforiqia;

vi) Duly li(ensed passenger vessers or mot0rboats 5haI on ry (arry pa5sengers not ex(eedinq 75% of its authorized
. pa$e[ger capa(ity a5 per MARINA issued passenger ShipSafety (enificare {pSSCivii) For patsenger boats with open de(ks, passeng*uro c** shiit *;iiiit"i.,i.i, piio,,o ,n. o.puur,"
.... of vessel ormotorboatand untildisemba*at-ion atthe pointof destin;i;;;""-'""viii) Maste6andBoatcaptainssharenJurethatmaximumpreiauilonarymeasurusharbeobservedinensuring

.. theproperrashrngandstowageof(argoesro"a.aoiuorat.r'.irii.iroi.,'ui.ip,iora.prur*,
ix) Thereshail bea designated took-outanj standby Emergency Boatfrovio.a tir"yor,iI Lo"r C**rr*,unitG)oishipping(ompanyorM,rorb'atAs;(iatioiIntir..,iii,.naio,l.st'in.iiinin.are.*irt 

nc.will be needed;
x) There shall be a (edible om m un iration lin k between vesseh a n d moto rboats a n d the d esigtrat?d sta ndby

Imergen(y Boat and the pCG.

Vestels and motorboats which (annot (0mply with paragraph A shall not 5ail, except to take shelte[
Vessels and motorboats sailing for the purpose oftaking shekershall depart without parrengerr. (argoes alreadyloaded onboardtheve$el may bepermitted to remaln onboard provided thatr.riri, pr.iir,ion.,yr*ru*,
rhall be observed by ensuring rhar proper lashing ana *o"ag. arert,icitiioito;J.''*"

D lt h tht de(ision and re5ponsibility oftheMaster/ Patron/ Bo.t(aptain and ship/ motorboat owner to ensurethelafetyoftheship/motorboatand(lewwhe0ev"tt,.ya..ia,ioiii.ir,.it.i.

E lnnoway5hallship/motorboatownersandl4asters/Patrons/Boatcaptainsofvesselsdepartfromthcintent
ofrhi5 cir(ular byviotating rhe obje(rive ofthe prortri. f,.r.oioniiringlhl|r.r.

t Ship/ m otorb0at owners an d ii4asters/ / patro ny goat Ci pta if,s sh a ll exe(ise extra_ordi0a ry d il i ge n ce req u ked
by law for (0mm0n carrie6 in ensuring the ,afety of lif.;;; ;rp.;t;;;;
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