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l. AUTHORTTY:

Republic Act g9g3 (The phirippine coast Guarcl Law of 2009)

lt. EETEEEN!tr$.

A' Dorc Department orcJer 20'12"01 clatecl 0D Jan 2012 entiilecl Mandatingthe strict lmplernetttation of Precauticrnary, safety uncr seciiiity M*"*,r**to Ensure safe, Fast, Efficient ancl netii'rrre Transportation services, thelnrniediate lmplementation of eLricli Response protocols, and the
I m med iate I nvesti gatir:n of l-ran s fbrmation- R elatecl I ncidents-:llX[[,ff Mercharrr Marine Rures ancr nesurationi"lnnnn,,nny, as

C_ SOLAS 74179, as anrenclecl

m. PUBEASE:

To prescribe policies for the conclt.rct of Emergency Readiness Evaluation(ERE) to all Philippine registerecl vessels to tleterrnine their cornpliance to safetystandards and readiness of the officers arrcl .r** in'responding to any emergencysitLration on boarcl the vessel while uncleruay ol" tt port, t,i u-.riri-o 
"rt 

by qualifieclPCG Vessel Safety Enforcemeni lnrpe,:tors.

lV SCOPE:.

This Memorandunt circltlar applies to all prririppine-registerecl vesselsengaged in domestic trade to inclucie flshing ,*uuJ. of 3 gross tonnage anr1 atlovecalling at domestic. ports except for shiprJ ,ot"propulled by mecha'ical means,wooden ships of prirnitive builcJ, ships of war 
"n,i 

tii,opships, Government vesselsand pleasLrre yachts not engagecl in tracle.

'S'er,lrrgl the Nutiart b-y Eimrritw ,!ctfe, creau iuur secur.e a,raririrurc Ent,it,orurent,,
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V. DEFINITION OF TERMS:

For purposes of this Circular, the following words and phrases shall be
defined as:

Clear Grounds - evidence that the ship, its equipment, or its crew does not
correspond substantially with the requirements of the relevant maritinne laws or that
the master or crew members are not familiar with essential shipboard procedures
relating to the safety of the ships or the prevention of the pollution

Deficiency - a condition found not to be in compliance with the requirements of the
relevant maritime regulations

Emergency Readiness Evaluation Report - an assessment report conducted by
the VSE lnspectors in relation to emergency response of officers and crew of the
vessel on dealing evitable emergency circumstances.

Seaworthy - ability to withstand ordinary stress of wind, waves and other weather
disturbances wltich the vessel might normally be expected to encounter and that it is
manned by competent officers and crew.

Detention - intervention action taken by the Vessel Safety Enforcement lnspectors
when the condition of the ship or its crew does not correspond substantiaily whh the
applicable laws to ensure that the ship will not sail until it can proceed to sea without
presenting any danger to the ship or person on board, or without presenting any
threat of harm to the marine environment;

Stoppage of an Operation - formal prohibition against a ship to continue an
operation due to an identified deficiency(ies) which, singly or together, render the
continuation of such operation hazardous

Vessel Safety Enforcement lnspectors (VSEI) * a duly authorized ancl qualified
PCG personnel who are composed of Boarding, Veisel Safety Enforcement
lnspection, Emergency Readiness Evaluation and Operational Readiness Evaluation
Teams that checks the validity of vessel and crew documents and the over-all
condition of the vessel's hull, machinery and equipment_

VI. POLICIES:

A. The Emergency Readiness Evaluation is conducted as part of
precautionary measures and protocols to ensure that quick and efficient
response is available on board the vessel for the safety of the passengers,
crew, the vessel itself and the cargoes on board;

B. lt is the primary responsibility of the Master of the vessel and
shipowner/company management to ensure that the officers and crew
manning the vessel are competent, ready, equipped and well trained in
responding to any emergency situation on board the vessel or at port at all
times.

"serving the Nation by Ensuring safe, clean ttnd secure rv,faritime Enttironment"
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C. The evaluation shall be conducted for the follow-ing simulated emergency

situations:

1. Abandonship
2. Fire in Port or at Sea
3. Collision at Port / Sea
4. Emergency Steering Casualty
5. Man Overboard
6" Bomb threat
7. Hostage taking
8. Explosion
g. Piracy

D. The shipowner / operator may or may not be notified prior to the conduct
of actual ERE on a speciflc vessel;

E. The shipowner or Master may request the Commandant, PCG for Vessel
Safety Enforcement lnspectors for the conduct ERE on their vessels;

F. The emergency readiness of all vessels covered by this Circular shall be
subject for evaluation by PCG-VSE lnspectors once in every six (6)
months;

G. The evaluation may be conducted more than once within the period of six
months in case the emergency readiness of the officers and crew of the
vessel is found to be unsatisfactory and that there is a clear showing of
potential danger on board which could lead to loss of lives and propert! at
sea and damage to the marine environment,

H. The shipowner / operator / master shall be informed of the result of
evaluation. The deficiencies noted during the actual ERE shall be rectified
within seven days upon the receipt of the evaluation result;

l. ln case the officers and crew do not meet the prescribed standard
operational and emergency readiness, they shall be required to undergo
re{raining and re-evaluation until such time that the standard of readineis
has been satisfactorily met.

J. The master shall provide proper billeting for PCG VSE lnspectors during
the conduct of evaluation and may stayaboard for the return trip if mor6
time is needed to complete the evah_ration,

K. The shipowner or Master may request the PCG VSE lnspectors to conduct
training on emergency readiness provided that the company shall shoulder
the expenses of the team.

vil. FINES. FEES AND PEI.IALT|ES:

A. ln case the emergency readiness is found to be unsatisfactory during the
evaluation, the shipowner / operator or master shall be issued an
Enforcement Apprehension lnspection Report, as defined under HpCG

"Sen'ing the Nation by Etrcaring Safe, Clem ancl Secure Maritime Entirortment"
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B.

C.

Memorandum circular on Vessel safety Enforcement lnspection, such
deficiency shall be reflected in the Vessel lnspection Record Booklet.

Unsatisfactory rating is a clear ground for the vessel to be temporarily
suspended from operating until such time that the standard of readiness
has been satisfactorily met.

ln case that during re-evaluation, it was found out that the shipowner or
Master did not remedy or rectify the findings of unsatisfactory performance
of the officers and crew or deflciency in responding io' e*ergency
situation, the following fees/fines/penalties shall apply:

lnspection Remarks Fines/Fees/Penalties
U nsatisfactory over-al I

performance
Re-inspection fee of P10,000.00

'Overtime charge for inspectors
equal to the basic daily salary of
the inspectors x number of days
conduct of ERE

a

a

Failure to rectify and attain a
satisfactory over-all rating within 7
calendar days

Re-inspection fee of p20,000.00
Overtime charge for inspectors
equalto the basic daily salary of
the inspectors x number of days
conduct of ERE

r.ruurB tt: a[atn a sattstactory
over-all rating after two (2) re_
inspections

a

a

Detention of vbssel
Recommendation for
suspension of CpC

VIII. SEPARABILITYCLAUSE:

Any section or provision of this Memorandum circular held or declaredunconstitutional or invalid by a competent court, shall not affect the other sections orprovisions hereof and shall continue to be enforced as if the sections or provisionsso annuiled or voided had never been incorporated r,"rein.

rx. REPEALTNG CLAUSF:

This Memorandum Circular rescinds previous publications pertaining to theconduct of ERE" The provisions 
-of 

existing nnemoranoum Circulars which areinconsistent with this Memorandum circular uri r'**ny modified accordingly.

X. AUTOMATIC REVIEW

This Memorandum circular shall be subiect to automatic review one year afterits effectivity or as necessary

XI. EFFECTIVITY:

This Memorandum Circular shall take effect fifteen (15) days after publicationin a newspaper of general circulation or the official Gazette.

"seruing the Natian by Ensurntg safe, clean ttnd seutre Maritime Et,ironmert,,
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ANNEXES;
ffi rffiffiffiffiffiffiffim

1_. E-nforcement lnapection Appehansion Report (Form A) Voorc-oiiCciurtorila-' -li-ooseo

3. ERE Form (Form E)
a) ERE Cfiecklrst for Ahandonship
b) ERE Cheoktist for Firc in pofi) at Seac) ERE Checktist for Coilision at pod / at Sead) ERE Checktist forSfeenng Casuatty
e) ERE Checklist for Man oved,oard

,;

Approved by:

i

Irl
l

I

l

I

i

[" ,\

"serving the Nation by Ermring"safe, aeut and seclre Maritime Erwironmenl"


