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INTERIM GUIDELINES ON MOVEMENT OF VESSELS AND MOTORBOATS
ENGAGED IN SHORT DISTANCE VOYAGES IN SPECIAL AREAS

I. AUTHORITY:

RA 5173 as amended by PD 601

II. PURPOSE:

To prescribe policies and procedures tn the movement of vessels and
motorboats durtng fair weather condition in the locality despite being declared to
be under PLiblic Storm Warning Signal Number 1 by PAGASA.

III. APPLICATION:

This circular shall apply to vessels and motorboats of 1,000 GT
engaged rn "Shor1 Distance Voyages" operating in "Special Areas"
territorial jurisdiction of the Republic of the Philippines.

IV. EXEMPTIONS:

and below
within the

V.

A. Tugboats pLrrposely used in assisting vessels in docking or undocl<ing
to or from berthing piers or wharves;

B Government-operated vessels and motorboats used for non-
commercial purposes; and

C. Vessels and motorboats called upon by the PCG to assist in a specific
search and rescue operation.

DEFINITION OF TERMS:

A. MARINA - Maritime lndustry Ar-rthority
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B Motorboat - under this circuriar, refers to traditionally designed ancjbuilt wooden hull watercrafts capahrle of being used as means of
transportation.

c PAGASA - Philippine Atmospheric, Geophysical and Astronomical
Services Adminrstration

D PCG - Philippine Coast Guard

E PPA - Philippine Ports Authority

Public storm warning signal (psws) Nr 1 - declared if winds of 30_
60 kph (approxrmately'16 - 32 knots) are expected in the locality in at
Ieast 36 hours.

Ll Public storm warning signal (psws) sector - refers to areas
covered by PSWS Nr 1 or ps\ /s Nr. 2 and higher which are shown
with corresponding coior codes, as provided in pAcnsa website.

Route - as used in this circurar, is defined as a way or course, taken or
planned to be tak_en, rn navigating from a point oi origin to a point of
destination, as differentiated frorn the word ,,route,, used in MARINA
issued franchises.

short Distance Voyages - for the purpose of this circular refers to
those voyages conforming to ail the clraracteristics described below:

i distance from the point of origin to the point of destination shall
not exceed four (4) kilometers (2.16 nautical miles);ii. voyage from the point of origin to the point of destination can be
completed within thirty (30) minutes maximum; andiii. the point of origin, route and point of clestination, altogether, are
within a line of sight.

special Areas -- as used in this circuiar, are areas within bays and
rivers or enclosed by naturai coves or sheltered zones whose natural
topographical characteristic makes its sea area less vulnerable to
adverse effects of the prevairing weather condition. lnitially, the
following are declared special areas uncler the purview of this circular:

i. Iloilo strait bounded by the following points: on lloilo side sor_rth
edge of Mansaya River or at coordinates Lat 10 deg 42.2 mins
N, Lat 122 deg 35.3 rnins E; west edge of ortiz wharf or at
coordinates Lat 10 creg 41.,4 min N Long '122 deg 34.4 E, on
Guimaras side at Estapa point or at coordlnates Lai t o deg 42.4
min N Long 122 deg 37 rnins E and Nagaba point at coordinates
Lat 10 deg 39 9 mins N Long .l2Zdeg 

3-5 mins E

ii Tanon Strail hetureen Boracay arrri (latrclan tracJitionally usecl as
rorrtes betweeir saicl :ireeis troLrnclecl by the follolvrnr-1
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Point-l ; Lat 11 degs 56 mins
mtns0lsecF

Point 2: Lat 11 degs 55 mrns 09
mlns 09 secs E,

Point 3. Lat '1'1 degs 56 mins
57 mins 05 secs E;

Iroint 4; Lat .1'1 degs 57 niins
56 mins OB secs E.

Rain showers
should not be

There is good
rs seen by the

Prevailing wind speed tn the area is not
or 16 knots based on PAGASA or
SOUTCES;

04 :;ec Fl and Long -l 21 degs 56

secs N and Long 121 degs 56

secs North and Long 12'l degs

secs lrlorth and Long 121 degs

more than 30 kph
other reputable

n6.
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ltl All other areas as the Commandant, PCG may direct

K. Vessel - under this circr-ilar, refers to any ship, watercraft or other

conveyances used or capable of being used as means of

transportation.

VI. GENER,AL POLICY:

Due to the distinci geographical characteristics of certarn areas in the
country, effects of any particLilar typhoon signal may vary from one place to
another whenever ii rs hoisted or ,leclared by PAGASA. As such, responsibility
anfl discretion is left to the vessel or motorboat ownersl masters / patronsi boat

captains engaged in "Sho11 Distance \/oyages" in 'special Areas" ihe decision to

sari when PSWS Nr. 1 is hoisteti in any of rts rrrtgrn, or rouie or destination. lt is

expected that they wrll act according to their best lLrdgrnent in order not to expose
their crew and passengers to unnecessary risks and prevent the loss of lives and
propefries

VII. SPECIFIC POLICIES:

Vesseis and motorboats engaged in "Short Distance Voyages" within
"special Areas", may sarl when PSWS Nr. 1 is hoisted within rts point
of origrn or route or point of destirration oniy when all the following
conditions are strictly satisfied.

Voyage shall only be lrom sunrise to sunset;

ii) Sea condition is noi rough;

A

iii)

iv)

v)

in the point of origin, route or destination
Moclerate or Heavy;

visrbility Tlre route and area of destination
naker-i eye lrom the point of origin;
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vi) Duly licensecl passenger vessels or motorboats shali only

carry pasiiengers not exceeding 75o/o af its authorized

passenger capacity as per MARINA issued Passenger

ShrP SafetY Certificate (PSSC);

vii) For passenger boats with open decks' passengers and

crew shall wLar lifejackets prior to the departure of vessel

or motorboat ancl until disembarkation at the point of

destination,

viir) Masters and Boai Captains shall ensure that maximum

precatttionarymeasuresshallbeobservedinensuring
the proper lashing and stowage of cargoes loaded

onboardthevesselormotorboatpriordeparlure;

ix)Thereshallbeadesignatedlook-outandstandby
Emergency Boat provided by any of the Local

Govelnment unit(s) or shipping company or Motorboat

Association in the origin and/or destination in case

assistance wrll be needed;

x) There shail be a creclible communication link between

vessels and nrotorboats ancl the designated standby

EmergencY Boat and the PCG.

vessels and motorboats which cannot comply with paragraph A shail

not sail, excePt to take shelter.

Vessels and motorboats sailing for the purpose of taking shelter shall

deparl without passengers. -rrgou. already loaded onboard the

vessel may be permrtted to rernain onboard provided that maximum

precautionary nreasirres shall tie observed by ensuring that proper

lashing ancl stowage are strictly followed

It is the decision ancl responsibility of the Master/ Patron/ Boat Captain

and shipi motorboat owner to ensure the safety of the ship/ motorboat

and crew whenever lhey decrde to take shelter'

ln no way shall shipl motorboat owners and Mastersl Patrons/ Boat

Captains of vessels clepart from the intent of ihis circular by violating

the objective of the provtsion hereof on taktng shelter'

Ship/ rnotorboat owners and Masters/ / Patrons/ Boat Captarns shall

exercise extra-orditrary cliligence recluired by law for common carrters

in ensr,iring the safety of life ancl propetty at sea'
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VIII. PROCEDURES:

tx. RESPONSIBILITIES:

A. Er.rerY lVlaster/ Patron/ Boat Captain or

vessel/ motorboat, inclLrciing the owneri

safety of life at sea to take prececlence at

any person in charge of a

operator shall consrder the

all times.

B. The tvlaster/ Patron/ Boat Captair-r or any person in charge of a

vessel/ motorboat shall ensLlre that the iatest weaiher bulletin is

obtainedandthetraclkoflhetyphoonancjthePs\A/SSectorsare
Plotted on the weather chart'

C.ltrstheresponsibilityofthetVlaster/Patron/BoatCaptarnofthe
vessel/motorboattotakeallthenecessaryprecautionstoavoid
clanger to rrii ship/ boat ancl injLrry to his crew and passengers.

A, Director. PCG Action Center/ Command Dutv Officer:

.1. coordinate with pAGASA on the availability of weather bulletin

every0500H,1100Hl700Hand2300Horwheneverweaiher
updatesfromPAGASAareavailableandimmediately
disserninatesamethroughlastestmeansofcomnlunicationsto
allPCGunlts,prrorrtizrngtheareasdrrectlyaffectedormaybe
affected bY the tYPhoi:tr'

aJ.

PCG District Commanclers:

Monitoranclpromptlyobtarnthelatestweatherbulletinthrough
HPCG OT PAGASA

track, forecast Position of lhe

reierettce ltl palaglarpi"r I lret'eoi
5

Plotintheweatherchartthetrack'forecastpositionofthe
tvpr]oonandPSWSsectorsinreferencetoparagraphlhereof.

lmmediately advise the Commandant' PCG of any major

maritime incident

continuously rnoi-ritor all pcG units and take appropriate action

onallreporleclnlaritinletnciderrts.RecommendtotheCl-rief,
cG Staff the activatiorr of ihe crisis l\4anagement committee in

case of malor incidents'

Perform other tasks as the Commandant' PCG may direct'

B
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Pror.nptly iiissenrirrate the latest weather bulletin tn ali

subortitnaie untt:;

R.ender situation report (SllREP) to HPCG every stx hor:rs to

include local we.ither and rr"iaritirne traific condition

Moniior clistress frequencies (VHF-Channel 16 [156'B tVlhzl and

HF21B2KhzH3EfAiv.l}transrntssiorr)arrdothersoltrcesof
;;p;;prrticula rly d Liring adverse/heavy weather cond ition'

ThrotrghitsCGstationComntanc]ers,ensurethatvessels/
motorboat, "ugog"J 

in ,st]ort Distance Voyages" in "special

Areas,,withinitsaoncomplywithaIltheprovistonsofSection
Vll of thts Clrcular

cancel short clistance voyages as recommended by cognrzant

stationcommancjerinCaSeweatherdeterioratesorthe
provisions of Sectton Vll of this Circular are not met'

Perform other dirties as the Cotnmandant' PCG may direct'

- PCG Station/Dq!4c Irnent C ommanders :

1 Promptly rtbtain arrd monitor tlre latest weather bulletin through

the Distiict l-leaclqr-rarters, HPCG or PAGASA'

2. Plot irr the weather chari the traci<, forecast position of the

typhoonanciPSWSSectorsinreferencetoparagraphlhereof.
Displaytheweatherchartinaconspicuor.tsareawithinthe
station/ Detachrnent olfice lor the benefit of those who want to

be appraisecl of the prevailing weather condition'

3Promptlydisserlinatethelatestweatherupdatetoall
concerneci subordinate units'

tl. Rencler sitLration repod to District I-leadquarlers every six hours

toincludeweatherandmaritinretrafficcondition.

5 Ensure that vessels/ motorboats engaged in 'Shot1 Distance

Voyages" in "special Areas' within its AoR comply wrth all ihe

provisions of Section Vll of this circular'

6 Recommencl the cancellation oi shorl distance voyages as

allowed rn this (-trcular ln case the weather detertorates or the

conditions set in sectton vll of thrs circular are not met.

7 Put on recorcl all notifications frorn vessels rntending to seek

shclter
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l\llonttor dislress irequenctes (VHf-Channel

[ii z:re2 Klrz H3E lAl\/] transn-rtssion;

aclverse/heavy vrreaiher condition'

16 1156 B tvlhzl and

parlicrrlarlY durtng

PerJorm other tasi<s as the District Commander and/or the

Comnrandant, PCG rnaY direct'

D Ship Owners/ OPerators:

I

Ensure thai ail vessels are properlv infornred of weather

updates t[']at arc'ptntptfy olltatned ito* PAGASA or other

available sources io 'n"l'ti" 
the PSWS Sectors where typhoon

.ig;rl= are hoistec'l or may be hoisted

lnstall weather fax and other weather monitoring equipment as

prescnbecJ bY iVlARl tilA'

Disallow Master, Patron or Boat Captain from 
-having 

the

vessel/ motorbclat depart from pofi' except for sheltering

purposes, when 1n" p''"u'iting conJ'i"t 
-"1 l,le 

weather and

r"ressel/motorboal i" "t to*p'Iy with the provisions of Section

Vll of this Circular

4. Monitor and maintain communication

tinre it cleparteil the port untrl its

destination.

5.Keeptrackofallweatherbulletinsorreportsfordisseminatton
purposes, ut i"ii as nronitor all their vessels' situation (:lr

movement untit iftu typt-.roon leaves Philippine AOR'

6. lnform tlre pcG rmmediately of any unusual incident, such as

theirvesselbeingtnvolveclinarlaritirrrerncideniorismrssing
or has tost corrtaJt or cleveloped epgine derangement'

7 Direct [Vlasters/ patrons/ Boat captair-rs to institLrte maximLtm

precautiotlaryllleasrtrestoensLl[eproperstowageandlashing
ofcargoesaSprescribeclov-vrnnrNAbeforeclepartureand
CaLlSethepostlngofwatchestoensurethesafeconditiorrof
cargoes durtt'rg thL entrre voyage/ sl-reltering'

B. Requtre Masters, Patrons or Boat Captains or their

representatives-involvedrnthesafeoperationoftheirships/
rrolorboat. io |."ui"*/ stuciy the Typhoon Evasion or Avotdance

Doctrine.

Nlasters/ Pa trg.qs/ EqaI- Ca ptai ns :

I ol.lt;iltt airt'l ttlL'lttiitlt l.lte ,,rlealhet hrtllelirl throLlgi-r PAGAS/\ atrd

t) i l r ,,, t- : rl .t l l i't l l l u :l r ) l l i ( r i:r :i

with their vessel from ihe

arnval at the Port of
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A First Violation
B. Seconcl Violation

C. Third Violatton

RESCISSION CLAUSEI

a

Plot the ptevatitng weather condttton' weather forecast attd

PS\l/S Sectors on the weather chart'

lnform the nearest PCG unit of his decision to depart to seek

shelter as may be necessarY'

Ensurethattherearenopassengelsonboardwhendeparting
from Port to seek shelter'

Take no other option and cancel voyages when the prevailing

condition of the weather and vesselimotorUoat do not comply

*itf, tf-,u provistons of Section Vll of this circLrlar'

lnstitute maxlmLlm precautionary measures to ensure proper

stowage and lashlng of cargoes' as prescribed by MARINA'

before deparlure unll t"'tu the posting of watches to ensure

thesafecondtttonofCargoesdLrringtheentirevoyagel
sheltering.

Review/stuciytheTyphoonEvasionorAvoidanceDoctrine.

Theoverallresponsibilityofensurlngthesafetyoftheship,tts
paSsengersanLlCrewrests.rurththelvlaster/Patrotr/Boat
Capiain at all tinres'

X.

1t shall be the tluty and responstbtlity of the Masterl Patron/ Boat capiatn of

the vessel/ mot.rboat to ensure sfriciaclherence lo this Circular' at all times' and

vioraiions of the provisions hereof shail be sublect to the foilowing admrnistrative

fines and/ or penalties after due notice ancl investigatiotr'

-- P 5,000.00 for every departure and warning'

- P 10,000.00 for every departure and stern

warning,
P 20 O-OO.OO for every departure and PCG to

recommencl the revocation of fvlaster/ Patron/

Boat CaPtain s License'

xl.

Tlte Provtstons
witl-r thrs ivlemorandum

of existrng MenrorandLrm Circulars whtch ate Inconsistent

Circular are hereby moclified accordingly

iili}.mlli]]'
,,riiiiiii:,



xl. AUTCMATIC REVIEW

This Memorandum Circular shall be sublect to automatic review one year
after its etlectiviiy.

XII. EFFECTIVITY:

This Memorandum
publication in a newspaper

Circular shall take effect fifteen (15) days after its

of general circulation.

-rnwu'(>
Wilnnrno MnrunYol
ADMIRAL PCd,"
Commandant, PCG
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