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tirJLES OF ENGAGEMENT (ROE) lN lHE CONDUC'r OF MARITIME LAq\'

ENFORCEMEhI] tnnnni[rt'rl oPERATlorus 
1

il.

AUTI.IORII'Y:

Republic Act 9993 (PCe Law of 2

REFERENCES:

HPCG SOP Nlr 001-BB Guicleli
Enforcemerrt dated 22 Aug 198f3

HPCG SCP Nr 03 on Rules otl Etr

s anrl Proceclr-tres in Martittle !aw

b
c
d

gement, 2002
e Nuntber 02-11 dateci 15 Mar 20i 1HPCG Standing Operattng Pr

DCG Handbook ot1 Maritlrne t-

' 
iperations, 2001

Enforcentent attd CounIet'aOttott

Jtrl Convention on tlre Law of the S
l.JSCG Boarding Officer's ManLtal

(UNLCOS) 1sB2

III. PURPOSE:

sr-rbject 1o the maritinre jr,rrisdiction of tlje Reputrlic of tlre Philippines. l-lhese

inclucle vessels ancl crafts loanecl by the ipCC personnel for tire pLlrposu uf tne

This circular delineates the linritaiiorrs {nd circLrrttstances uncler whrch flCG
persc rel aboard PCG vessels ancl craftslwrll inrtiate atrd prosecLrt. engagerlnent

ihrous. i the use of well clefinecl approlfriate force ovet" vessels attd/or l!:lt
crewmembers dr.trrng the cclr.rr-lrrcl. of [ti]aritinre Law Ettfilrcetnent (MAR+EN)

;"'"'::=;LrcAB*-rrY: \ irt
The ROE shall apply to all PC(i p"rronnfl aboard PCG cornmissioned veslels
PCG manned slrips aricl sniall crafts p"rionrli,.,g MARLEN operation o,r w-ftur=

e
f

concluci of MARLEN operalions ';



V. DEFINITION OF 1"ERM5:

Rules of Engagernenl (llOE) - arq gtrrdelines and procedrrres issrred lry
competent authority tlrat rletrnes tlr$ e>.tent to wlrich law enforcenrent units
or its indivic.lual nrenrbers nray use t,-,r"e in the perforntanc;e of tlreir clLrties
and to ensure that MARLEI'J operQtiorrs are conducted within tlre rLrle of
law. , i

I

Maritime Law Enforcenrerrt (MAR[EN) Operations- gerrerally corrnotes
PCG operations conrJrrcted againft violafions of penal laws (c,Lrstonrs
immigration, fisheries, foreslry, t1a(gercus drugs, firearnrs, piracy, lrtrnran
smLrggling, and errvironmental liws) and other nraritime violatioris
comnritted within the rnaritirne irrriirliclion of the Philippiries.

l,
Target vessel/craft - a vessel or lwatercraft that is tlre subject for law
enforcentent operatiorrs Target iressel/ craft are classifieci into the
following i ,l,i lrlon-hostile waterr;raft * a {arget vessel/craft ttrat has expressecl

theii willingness trr be srrlllpcted to inspection,when signaled or
challenged by a rnarrtinre patrol ship/craft. "l-he crew of sr-rhrject
target vessel/craft reaclily re$pond and cooperate with the boarclirrg
officers dr-rring tlre coLrrse of {nspection.ii. Assumed lro:;tile watercr'all l-. a target vessel/craft that is assunred
to be hostile by vtrtLre of c;rerlilble irrtelligence repod, whiclr intJicates
that the sattl vessel/craft lntencls or is beirig Ltsr.d io corrrmit
marrtime violations 

I

iii. Hostile watercraft --a targel vessel/craft is considered hostile if it
ma nife sts th e followi nq overll hostile actions.

l) lncrease speecl, ,ur,,fu. to stop or conchrct evasive action
when r:hallengecl or sipnaled to stop;

2) Perforrn a tactical nra[euver towarcls or td a positiorr with an
rrnnrislal<alrle irrtentiIrr to attack rlr ranr lhe palrol
vessel/craf t | ,

3) Attacks or tires nar;t< r,fvitti the use of any flrearm or any other
violenl nretlrod at tire fratrol vessellcraft;

'1) The cr-ew srrowrrrg afitagonisnr towarcls ilre boarding teanr
ancl attenrpts trl resrstlor fight back when being boarded.

I

unit afloat - refers to pcG mar,rrefl ship/ small crafl uncler the commancl
of a PCG cclntnlissione(l or a rronfconrrrrissionecl officer. lt also inclLrcles
any watercraft rrsed lry PC(l p{rsonrrel rn flre condtrc[ of MARLENoperations 

i

'iweep search - rnitrat searcrr donrlLrcted aboarrl a target vessel to
eliminate safety haz.ards wltictr r:ofrltl caLlse disrirptioni injr-rry or death to
anyone on boarcl safety hazaicts inclucle vessel hazards (vessel
discrepancies whiclr can {rause dainger), weapons ancl any persons wlio
have not been accnrrntecj for or whci threaten the boarding tea'm,s safety...-,,

I

=
=

=



f Hrgrr Risk Board an,l searctr - a rfreurorl of board and sealcl y]:l:!:31
eriiployetl wtrerr a strslrei;tetl slitll irr watercraft ts considered lt9:1'1:,3rlcl

was forced to stop at sea or wltert t{rere is an ilttlicatiotr or stgn of liosltltlV

II
Right to Visit - the doctrine that allfws patrol vessels.oir,varsnip: ll t]t::
toitther vessels (except other patr(l vessels orr,varsltips) on the hl(lll setaS

u,orcier to cleternrine rtatttitralrty arifl itlentity and to board tltose vesselis ll

itrere are reasonatrle gr'trr-rnt1s forlsLrspeciirrg the a slril' rs ellga:llrlq llr

prracy slavery, ttttautltttttzecl I'rroacli;astirtg, stateless (rtot tug':':'.:u llr alrV

.ouni,y; and of the sanre rratrolralitt as llte patrol vessels of warslllf) 
1rl.

Right of lnnocent Passage - right rlf non-interferertce errloyed,by, ,!"tqiY:
vessel engagecl in rlotr-tlrreaterrrnq trattsit inbourld, oulbottnd or lllroY[lll

our territoriil sea. lttttocettt passa,]1e iltc;ludes stopprnq an(l 
'':chorttrg lltttt..^r., i^an{n. ^. i,.nirlorrtal t,r,rrrlrria,hr rravioaliott of aS feflClefg(l lleCeSSall

Right of lnnocent passage - right rfr non-interferertce errloyecl ,or, ,t:t1iY:
veisel engagecl in rlotr-tlrreaterrrn{ trattsit inbourrd, oulbottnd or lllrot1l[llr

our territorial sea. lttttocettt passa(]1e iltc;ludes stopprnq an(j 
'':choritrg, llrttt

only tnsofar- as iticiclertial trr r:rclrrrariY rlavigaliott or as retldere(l lleceSSary/

by force ntajettre or- clisttess A lvessel catr lose its tnrt'lcetlI l]aSSa0e

statrrs rf it engages trt tlte tollowirtg i I

r rllegal activittes witlt t:rlttse.,.,*1,',.". extending ashore' 
I

rt violates the peace attci orcler {f the coaslal state 
I

iit engages in illrc;it traffic of rlrtrt'gs; 
I

rv engages in ottrer il-ran ntlrrrtal trarrsit activiiy 
I

Hot pursuit - irrterrratic,nal cloctrilre whiclt states that liatrot vesse! 
,or

warsl-ttps ntay pursue a foreigrr velssel sLtspectecl of violatirrg laws rrtltlte

ntaritime lrrrisciiciron onto tlie lrrglr Neas ll yrir: lose visual or raclar cottlt3c!

and lro other pairol vessel can tlpsitively lclerrtify the targel vessel llrot
pursutt ntust cease 

I {

C,onsiructive Presence - A sitrratrrfrt-t tltat tnal<es a foretgrl vessel leQally

[)resent irr waters iI rloes not or:rfrtlly ilris r-tsually cleals wrtlr ltovelring

vessels (which trsLrally rerriairrs ILrtsicle tlte n]ariiirlle lltristlicttort) land
contact vessels (wlricli conles inlo [orttact with tlre hovertttg vessel tts{ally
"lr the pLtrpose of snrtrggltrrg corrtr{barrcJ) j

Force Majeure * clairn nracle r,,rcte[ international law and is clefrrrerl o$ ,n
overwtrelnring and rtnexpecterJ evirri, sLrbiectirlg tlre vessel to ltrss, pr a

person onboarcl tlre vessel to loss ft tife, wlriclt cartses tlre vessel to trlake

h

an unschec|-rled entry itrto tlre territbrial uraters of another state

I

Maritime Jurisdictiort - Sea areal where a state exercises jLrriscli

.iovereignty or Sovereigrl rrglrts I h6 area is defined inlo the followittg

:

i. Territorial Sea - li is a hrelt:of sea measttred
miles seawarcl front the coLIlltT-v's baseline
accordance wiih tlre r38? Uf'ti;LrJS The coastal
sovereignty over tlris lioJy t,i'+uttl

iwelve (-12) na
as cletertitine
Siate has at:
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vt.

200nar-rttcalntllesseawartlfrc.{rtrllrebaselineofacoasta'lstate-].')
r:oastal State tras sovefetgrt ri$rrts for the pLlrpose of explottttg fltt't
exploitrng .on=u,.ri"ng'lntf- nl''l'g'ng the natural resottrce=: 

,t1,;'l:,T::
lrving or non_lrving, nI,,* water{ superjacent to i.e sea-t;eri alrd ot llre

sea_becl artd its sr.rbsoil, arrcl vilillr regarcls to oiher actrviljes'"I- tl:
economic exploitatiorr ancl exploratiorr of ihe zor')e :ucll ':^1','^:
prodLrctirtn of energy lrorn trre lwater, currrenis arrd wtnds A ('oastal

state likewise has i,i,itcii"ii"i, *fittt"t lll" f FZlLruii ac!i11t;:?^i,-]::]"{,1:]

the establrshrn"nt' ,ii r ,'=* ,],r aflific,ial islancis, ttrslallaltttrrs 
1'-"1

strllctures, rrtarirre scierrtrirc ]researclr artd tlre Jtrotecttcttl all'l

ltreservariion of the niaritre envir{rrtrnerrt 
I

hlon-combatant - anV pelson wlro {loes noi hrelong to ti're ttnifortn servlce'

arrrred groLlp, terrorist, r.ltsstrlents aircl otlrer lawless elefilellls, totetUtt 
ittLtdonrestrc 

I IroLtClES: I i

,rubiecr to the trnrrts esialrlislieci nylttre Corrsl.rtuttton of lhe Phi],lfl]l?:_flll
tire applicable provisiotrs of UNUL(pS B2 ancl the provisions ol 

1nf;rtcp,=
national laws, the Phililtpirres lexercises absolute lurisdictit'tr pttd

sovereignty aS applicable over lthe itiland walers Jerrllorlal \ilater's'

contrgurours zone EEZ artil tlre exteltdecl continental shelf. 
I

eA g0S3 (Coast Guarcl law; arrtlrfrrizes llre PCG to ettforce att liLl{1111
,JWS, il-rles and regLrlattrrns atltl 'p,ttrer apprltcable laws witittn lnarllllle

ltrrrsdtction of the RepLttiltc of tlre Pf ilrfrnines 
I

All MARLEN operattons shoulcl ,[f-'.t" to tlre governmelit s llolicy {a.cl
declaration on tlre protet:tiotr ot] hr-lrtrart rights as enslrpne'l lrr ltlle
constrtution and appltc:able irrterrriatiorral ancl national lavtrs relatlllE to

Itrrntan rights anrl law ellftlrcelilerit Arntlng tlre appltcalrle provtslorlp Or

these laws are as folltlws tsee Al'll'lEX tot brtef clescriJrtioits) 
j

1. tlill ot Rights of the Philipp{ne Constitutiorr' 
i.^-,^,^,,,11

riConitgr-tousZone--These+areaexte*dlrrgtwelve(12)nattttt
,Iitaq frnnr thc territorral sea or h*errlv four t24i nautical ntileS fron'i t
nriles front the territonal sea or 'g four {24i nautical ntiles fron'i

baselirre of a coastal Sitate Thelcoaslal state nlay exercise the r:cn

necessarytopreventorpr.lnts|rlnfringenre.lioiitscitstottls,liS
inrr-nigration, and sanitary:laws alrrl regulations'

'liii Exclusive Ecnnomic Tone (EEZi - The sea area extendtng 
^Yllt:

i. Section 2 of A'rlicle llli
ii Section 12 of A*icle lll

2. lnternational lnstrurnents Relating to the Proper Depoftt'lte

i. Code af Ccircluct iar La'jJ Enforcement Officials - Adol:t

the Utd Gentc-at is=rr:blv +ir 17 Decenrber 1979'

L,



ii. Basic Prirrciples o,',ltl'," Use of Force and Firearms lly Lpw

Enforcerrrer,t ciifrcials I ndopteo by the UN General 
I

AssenrhlY irr 27 Arrsr-r$t 19e0 
i 1

3. Republic Act hlo. 7438 
i I

i Sectiorr 2 - Riglrts of lF'ersons Arrestecl, Deilirreci or Urrfie

CLlstocltal lnvesiigattr:rrf Dtrties of Ptrblic Officer 
Ill

4. Republic Act No. 9:i72 (l{rrnfarr Security Act of 2007) 
|lr

i Sectir:n 21 Rigtits 
{rf 

a Persor-i Uncler CLrstoclial Deterrtrfrr

VII. GI.JIDELINES:

I he condgc,t of MARt FN operatio,l, shoL,lcl always he itt acc.rr.lance,frttr
tire lrle of law. Corrrnrarrriing Offic,ers OlCs Boat Captains atitl olirer
personnel in charge of tl^re MARI-EN operation shoLtlcl enstlte tliat{ all

persorrnel uncler his cr:nrirrancl arQ acqLtainter.l with tlte pr-ovlslor-rs or lnls
crrcr:lar and ottrer prerlinenI laws,l rrrles atrrl reguiattons relatittg to ltlre
condr-rct of MARLEIiI operaiions tolrnclucle tt're respect of hr.rrrtarr rrc.]htf of

persons and thetr [)r1)pertir:s tlrat arp tlre subject of the saicl operariolls 
I

' ,dience lronr ta{oetb. Peaceful and persuasive efftllsl to dentand otle

vessels/craft shotrlcl always take prFcecletrce over Lhe use of force 
I

c Safety and the preservatiorr of life,firrcl property sttorrlr,i lle, at all tinres lthe
prinrary consicleraticrrr cknirig llre t:t{rtclLtct of fvlARLEl.l opetatiotrs 

I

d. The r-rse of cleaclly force (firearntsf slioulcl he tlre lasi, resofi ancJ sh{irld
only be resorle4 in self-cleferrselor irr clefense of others agaitrst ltlre
inrr.linelit threat of rleatlr or seriolr$ irrlLrry to prevent tlre perpeti-ailon pf a
partrcularly serious crirrie involving{ grave threat to ltfe,ito arrest a pedsot-i

presentrng suclr a clanger anci resiptrng their authority, or to prevent l-ris or
trer escape, ancJ only wlren less e>$renle rneans are irrsltfficierrt to acli\eve,rer escape, and only wlren less el$renre means are lnslttttclent to acli\eve
ihese objectives is lrresettt. 

-liowartls this errcl, , the Orirrciplel ol
propofiionatity shall always l-ie crbpervecl. This principle provtcies tltatlthe
force ntust be reasonable in inien{ty. ciur-aticn and magntttrcle, and balsecl

on all facts known at the iinle -flrb level of force in telms of lhe typ?F of

weapons anrJ the rates of usal]e nlust lre limited to tlrat. wlrrct] is

reasonably necessary to countat ili* lhreat lt4oreover the entployttrer]t of
cleadly force/ weapons sliordd Le r**lrolied. precise atrcl witlr slrfficietr!fire
,,rarnings in order to ar:i-riil tlie =c*i:-ni=i inilicting of casLtaltit': otr rltrrqfent

,. Jl;x'-1/:',:' , fl'**
I
I

I'i
I

I

-::
:
=
=
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civilians Shooting shall not
people within tlre tatqei area

I

I

lie rdsorted to if it wrll 6p,6121.16r it'l
I

i

I

e Conrmancling Officers, [-riCs, Boat t aptains and other personnel irr clr

of the MARLEN olletatlrlrl sliould ierttsrrre 
tttat all.perso,n(lel al,: f)!:)

briefed ancl acquarrrtecl wrtl'r (f e ovfrall operational plar-r before tlte sta

operations The lev.els of au[hority !particr-rlarly the auilrbrity to Ltse rieolterations The lev.els of authorlty ll)artlclllarly tne alllnorlly r.o Lrse (rel

lorce shoulcl always [-te clear arrtl cl$legated, if appropriate trl [eant leac

anr1stlborclinaterrrrits,befoIetllest[rrtoftlteoperation

f pCG personnel in L;lrarge of trrrit {inoat is ar-rthorized to declare a ta
;essel/craft as hostile litior to boiirtlirig. lrr the event:tlrat a non-ho

iarget vessellcraft show overt lio{ttle actiotrs ditrtttg the conclLtct of

ooarclrng operations, status clf veslsel autornatically changecl to ltrat
l-rostile watercraft witl-rgLrt sr-rctr cleclIration As suclt allpropriate br:arrj

searclt proceclures shall tle atttorltaf tcally applierJ

g lf applicable, maxiniLll c()orclinatiofr witlr other law enforcentent itnits

PNIP AFP, other go,/ernlnent agerrrfies) shall be resorteil to at all tiiries

I

h Warning shots to pleverrt the targ$t vessel from escaping or to force

target vessel to contply with ipst[Ltctions to stop and be boarcled
prohibitecl lnsteacl personnel rrr t:;fiarge of rrnit afloat shall enlploy t

nteans ne(lessary t,r forl;e the taflget vessel to corrtply with tr-istrttc

grven I

I

force shoulcl always [-re clear arltl d{legaterl, if appropriate, trl [eant lea

anrl suborclinate urrits, before tlle stl,arrt of tlte operation

I

lrr the event that it is necessary tr:l Lrse cieadly force (firearrns) to pr

hostile vessellcraft or tts rtrew tlreltltbers fronl irrflictir.rg rnjury or l'r

patrol vessel/ craft crew or lioarclt rg leam nrentbers, necessarY wa
shot(s) sl'rould be firecl first prior di rctly firing at tlre lrostile vessel/cr

e intention for the use of deadlyrts crew mentbrers. ln srrclr case, f

should only be pririrarily 1'or self-de nse and to disable the targef ves

the offending c[ewmernbers and r](lt caLlse

l.lotlring in tlris gLricleline sltot-tlcl t-tt

and clecision-makirig.l capacity [o Lt

rniirre the conttitander s tespotlsl

b,ounds of law to effect niission acc
any or all meatts necessary withi

rrplishment

k. All incidents or encounters shall
IPCG (Attn CG-:]/ (IGAL-,)

proceclures.

VIII. PROCEDURES:

bp fully clocuntented and reporiecl t

tlrout delay IAW r:,.trrettt tePO

ia Prior to any actual board and searbh operation, the
Cornmanding officer or personnel an cl-rarge sl"tould
established appropriate jurisdictiort over the target

'/cSSCl. This is to errsure ihe legahty of ilre operatiorr
to be conducted and that the cperators are cloth

r,vitlr the ar-rthority to act ur a legal flrar-rr-r€r

:
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V

Establislrment of jLrriscltctton

Offense; ? Locatiotl artd 3
rrrssing, tlren jLtrrsdtctiori is itot

*rodd satisfy the fallolving elenrents

Target Vess=l,i J-rew. lf any eletttet

estalrhslied

conrmancling otfrcers or personrlel in charge sholtld bear tn lT

establrslred cloctrines cif the- riglrt til visit, rrght of itrtrocettt passage,

pr-rrsr-rit, constructivu prur*,]3u arld lorce nlaieure arrd tlretr applicahrli

ilre situration leaclng io tlte establis(nrettt of ;ttrisrJiction
I

c FLrrlhermore, law enforcemerrt offi[ers shoulcl be gtrided by Ar1 1 1

UilCrOS 82 that if tlre sr-rspictorrsip,ou" to be llnfoilntled attd l-rrot

itrat the st'iip boarclecl has troi corn{nrtted ancl act jtrstifyirrg tlterrl its
be coLnpensatecl fclr a,y l'ss or darr{rage that rrray liave beert Sristattie

Boarcling party safety sltcrLlld alway$ be a prtmary concellr rf all hoarilla

search ,tperations corrclLrr;tecj As s{rcli, Cottrrnarrding officers or person

rn charge shoulcl tl16ror-rglrly plarr tlrp ac,ttvlly prior leavtng.yollr owrl ve,sl

Pre-boirding obser"vattoris artd rrrt{llrgence reports slrould be cottsrrlf

tn thC preparattort oi llte plan Lrker,rirse Cotrtntarrdirlg officers or l)elS()ll
1 c,lrarge are 1t;irir;rrry resporrsrhle lfor the t'leterttttnallotl t)f tlre tleUrlt
.,sk and the corresllortilirtg typre of ttre lioarrcl ,,,c,1 .sati:lt oltetaitrlt' 

Iit
Conimancjing officers or pers(rrrn{l in ctrarge shoul'-l nlintnrrze tlteI
rnvolveci by having.6liIr'r)l at all llirnes oI tlte situtaItoti oi-r-scel're 

irnclucies i Ilr
r lnforming the target vessel Jof yoLrr irrtentions lwlrether lo b+

follow to the rtearest plorI crr yrlrtrneetl to ask furrther (lLrLstlolrs) 
I

il grving sgleciftcr irrslrrrr;tiotts l,rltlre target rtesstl (wtlet= votr warrI

captairr or crew Iu tre loc;ftecl wlren yott briarci, ciOr:trrrlerrtf

neecled and wltat trr clo wtlli alrry weapolls on [:oard), 
I

ttt approachitrg tlle target vessel safely Llsilrg proper posiLiottirru of 
I

vessel ancl srrtall lroat or Rlllt|3 
Itl

rlorlmancjrng olficers arrcl persorrriel itt cltarge shoLrld elrsrlre that q

vessels or cratts t-tsetl lrr MARLLI''l ir1-reraltorts llave proper Illarl'lrrUS ol

properly identifrecl as srtr;li hy larUe{ vessels UJrott decistort to lloatcl t,i

vessel, initial cornnir-tttication tlrrotrlglt raciio witlr tlre target vessel sl'

follov',,along tlre followrtrg " /Vartlelof watetr.;rali (if tderrlrlledl ot Uriki

sltrp/craft __ tniles lranjd 
- 

1b$aring irorn yolrr vesse/),-thls is PC

BFAR [4CS vesset 

- 
IBow A/r) orr naritinte patrol, iclentify yot-rrse/r

state yottr intentiol, Lte advisecl that you are tn Philippirte waters 1if frt

vesse/)" or ""/\la;te of waterctaft (if iderrtified) or "U1krtown sltip./L:ri

vicinity , /hrs rs PCi) or BtrAR A4CS vessel 
-- 

(Bor'rr /Vi),

your engirtes artrl ptepaie io llt bulcl{Je6'. Approprrate lartqirage or cl

can be used in order'i.i en=ute frat tlie irtriial corlln16ni611orl nritl

target vessel is clearly he=r,J arrd LariJersiooC C.hallenge LlSi!lg voice

,tofitiltLtflication shall be ar-rgn-rerlteJ !r,!th the use of t[re ,slrip's slrell, I
acidress system, flashrng liglri anii lrand signal or any other cievice, I

cor-rlcl get the attentron oi the target vessei (.'



IL

I

I

i

i
I

I

All persnttttel cottcernecl stror-rld lik{wise nrake every effcrt that boarci ar
search otrreration proceecls irr a srnpoth and orderly manner. All MARLE
oper:rlrons slror-rld tlrerelore include a briefing on ilre objective of il
particular operation t;y tlre urrit corlunarrder or pe.sonnel in charge of I
saicl operatron Tlre saicl l.lr'ie[ing slrbuld coverall the necessary aspects
inclr-rde anrong otlrers, r-.rrrbarkatirlrr of the boarding party, appropria
tacttcs io control target vessel arrd its crew, nrethod of search to be use
use of weapons arrrl/rtr otlrer n[eans necessary to counter threat
cltecl<ing of documents clocr-rrrrentaltion of seized articles/eviderrbes, ret
of crew property, detentrorr of sr-rsppcts and target vessel rlisernbarkati
A debriefing shot.rld alwatys follor/g every board and searclr operati
conducted

ln ct-roosingl a place to erlbarl< a
consiclered

vessel, the folloiruing shoLrldL:",l"tli Maximrrm safety of tlre boardirrg tearn; Iir Weather arrcl sea slate I Iri Salety of botlr vessels, I Irv Srze of target vessel; I Iv Locatron of target vessel's crlew; Ivi Location of gears ir e. nets, rfargo) arrcl obstrtrctions Itl
Boarcitrrq teant leacler sltotrlr.l atw.lrys irrtrorlLrce hinrself lo tlre rrraster {
stltp caJitairr upon ltoarLlirrg tlte tariqet vessel Il-ris is,to ensure ttrat tll
ntasleT rs properly tclerrtifr,:rl, tlrat lire.Iearrt leacler is properly rclerrtrfier] I

the master that the target vessel lfrrows tlre purpose of the broarding ari
to inquire if there any weapons orI board An example introduction is e

follows: 'GtrocJ rnornitry/aflelrL]o/l tl;aptain, ntV rlatne ts _

1-he FCG is boarclrncl yoLlt u"r."l to determine yoLlr sfafus ancl ensul
contJlliance v'vith the laws antl reglulallons Captain, utrilhout reaclting ft
llterti clo you ltave arry r,real)o/rs ol lsoanl?" lt is aclvisable if ready-nrac
translation in the lrical Jrrevarlrrrg ltlialect or languager(irr tl-re case of
forergn vessel) of the altove staternbrrt can be prepared.l

All ntenrbers of ihe boardirtg tea,,rlsltoLrld always rrse ilre nrir-rimunr [orc
necessary tr: control or get cornpli{rrce from the crew of the tarqet vess(
As sur:h, they are responsible to tliorolrghly acqiraini tlremselves ry,tii 11

est;rblished "Range of Respons{ Continuunr" irr dealing with tlrrea
encountered dr-rrirrg tlre board and searclr opera[ron Belorn'is tl

establrslted "Range of Res;.torrse Corrlirrurrnr'
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tlard, EmPtY lland
Control

A(:live ABBr('sstlrVerbal Conrrrtattds
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,ll'ficer Presence
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f iqu;E 2-ange of Response Continuunl
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rget
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ntrol
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Level 1 (Officer Presence) * is {re plrysical appearance of the b(

team and the Patrol vessel. 
I

I

Levell (verbal contmancls) - islthe tone, choice of words and ir

that the boarcling tearrr uses to [onrrrrr-rnicate 
with the crew of th

VESSCI I

i

Level3 (Soft, Ertl:ty Flanrt Cof tro/) - any method of physical

which does not.r,,r" atry soft Ir corrnective tissue darnage' la

of the sktn ancl borle fracttrres j

I

Level 4 (Harcl Enpty hancl Co\ttrol) - any methodrof physica

which has the proUlnitity of cfeaiing soft/connective tissue t

laceration of the skin or bone frihctr-tres'

Level 5 (tnterntecliary Weapo"l) - arly rnethocl of mechanice

wtrich has the prot-rinitity of cieating soft/connective tissue

a

Level6(DeacltyForce)_anyfqrcewhichisrntendedtocauseor
creates a sLrbsiantial risk of deail-r or serious bodily in1Ury

:

k ,Appropriate tactics sltor:ltl always be employed :o ":,nltolllt:, :::y
the board ancl search operaitotr Tltese tactics sl'rould keep all pers

raintairr lhe drgnlt'-v +f the crew of tlre target

rqlL'



rii!ll'l:llrl
assignecl cluties and resFrotrsibrlitie$ ancl above all tl-re safety of the wrrfte

lroatdtttgteattt 
I _ . i

I Safe search technlclues slror-rld bq Lrsed at alt iinres The irrierrsrty vlith

whrch the safe searc,5 te,:lr,iclures ]'e usecl .,l"q"n:l: 
on the declree of r[isk

as cieterr,i.ecl befot'e tt-re boarclir.,gi.*n, errrbaikecl on tlte target vessell llr

iriglr-rrsl< troard artrl searclr .{t,'bil,i., iL" fLrll yte of safe sealrch

ter:hniques i, i"qi,ii:",1- lrr lowei r[rr. riirrtions, safe searcl-l lechlitcl[res

maybe moclified I IIr
m Sweep Search shottlcl always be gbndtrctecl first prtor searchirrg for o{lrer

rtems or eviclerrces Ihis is to errsrile that all sateiy ltazarcjs are icleptrflecl'

rerrroved or seclrrecl prior tt," ,,n,'{jr,.i""iitt" *ore thoroirgh -searclilfor
c o': t r a b a n d''. 

:, : "t 
j,Yf :1"'::, LJH' l] : 

"'J.,ffi 
. :f, :' :'J;: li L 
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=
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=

-
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aci.ivity. Th,:rot-rgh .*rr.t', can otrly pe tlone 
1Oo1 

ttle, reporl that llre YPep
search *". "o*[f"t"ir-'no 

att sat{tv lrazarcls folrrrd y"!" :"-:t]:"1.^13-?',i.
nrernbers shor_rld always ensurel the presence of a target vestel's

crewrnemb,=r" in .lrlrt;;il,r;;J c.i,m1.,ar1r,ent anct triersorral belonornofl

n Teanr mentbers ar.e alktwecl t,: i<traw llreir siriearnr.,wlren_ll"^1.^i._ ,
possibility that cleatlly force rrrayb'[ rrecessarv dtrring,t]i"--t:.11::,i'U""
search lrr this Case, wea[]on t"u,'iV stance (for lead teartr rnertrber) land
weapon down techrriclue lrear tear"r{i rttetrtbers) shor-rlcl L:e practrceO U{ tne

ii
o Boarcltng tearn shor-tlt1 thrlrougtrty l,cneck vessel docr-lmettts -': !:,-".^t^"It"O

,ly the iarget vessel catrrtaitt for ;],rry cliscretrla[icres (rectttii:O-,1'g't.11:'"'

,ppear, authentrcrty ancl expria[lc'ri; Docuntents 
,irr1t1!e ,- ]-9:t"'

registraiion, "rr,o rnarirfest, licfnses, crew ntanifest and per{onal

rdJnLrticatio,, 
'o'=" 

i I

' 
"nd 

no r'rolatrorrd arep Upon completion of tlte tloard 'n[t 
t*arclr activity

fourrct, boarciing tearn slrot-,r,r,r"*|rri *',t',"i,i,r.iay Alway=" :l'-,?ull'h=
target vessel wlth safety irr rnirrrl {rrcl irr an rtrderly ntanner l:]:,:s!- atl

fear. *emlrers sitoLtlil ensltre tSaf tney have all llte eciuttprnerri tlratiiheY

have bror-rght. Prior tleparture, ,{t,'t'', all iterls- which were len1rofarilV

securecl. Don not forget to expresslappreciation for tl-ie cooperatlol'l sTLrvJlr

by the target vessel's r:aSrtetiti artcl ller crew' 
I

q Proper tlocumentation slroulcl ahifavs be followed 't:-l"1l"j.:l:l 
tn"

or-rtcome of the boarl anrl searc;h {ctrvity For this pllrpose docLrnten{atiotl

woLrlcl ntearl any f.r* clf ,ertttalre'lt recorcl of any as;tect of lhe oPerfliort

The followlllg lS a JjaIllal ltst rlf tvp",i of dot;t,tntetttalrott 
l

i After boardirrg rellort lracri,f ntessage, forrnal report ei,:), 
I

Il. Vitleos, i Iiii PhotograPhs; i I

iv Written statentertts, I I

v. certrficate that the boarding was done in alr t't'1erly nratrttet" 
!

vi lnspectron ancl ApPreherrsiin Report (lAR)' 
|lllI 1q*i'tr'1 
I:l
I.lii
I

l;



I
I,Il,ll
ili1

1i 
rns/evrdences)|

vii Property lnvetttories (for s{r:rLrre r:f contrabaiO 1:
vu Meciicat ,"0,;i;;;;;,];ir;J;t sLrsJ-recrs prior turnirrs over to rrtoter

aurhorities) i 
I

Seizrrre of properly is appro,riate tfvnerr the hoarcling officer belreves t(rat

he or she has encou,tered "o,,p,urrr,,,t'l 
iniir.,n1"nlallttcs of a t;rinle/

violation of law frr-rrts of ttre c'inte./viof r[on of law or otlter evtdences to At'1

prosecurion Th"''- *rj,., i"r.i*,i slrortltl enstlre that alt ser{etl

rienis/evrdences sltottlcl Lle prot)erliy inu*nto'i"tl uriitr [he ;ltl'etrlorv redott

coLtnlerstgrred by tlre target ves{e,l,s capiairl, SeCollCl olil{;er or ct]ier

e*grreer. i I

rl
persorral cletention cal'l be resorte(\ to if a boartling otficer sLlspects th{t a

vrcriarron has occurred a.rl neecl tol remporariry cteirrive solneotle of hi$ or

[rer freedorrr rn orc]et to rrtvestigatelftrtllier nr-rf is not cerlattt t]tat atr arrfest

,s caled for tf .-il|!".:'l;;,;l;;;ir',,s orri.*r or perso...*^charqe sirdLrld

h.nsure that the f"guf iigfitt of tl-re s{rspect 1s) are not violateo 
irl

ln the event of an arrest s.rspect'p str.trlci be prope6v infortrecl of t{-reir

rrrlhts as enslrnr.,*,i'i,, lil'- ejafrf{sfierl lttttspr,tle'ce The teartt ledrler

shor-rrrr enslrre tr,'Ji"tr.,*;l:;o;;;';i" Lrir llrr Enslislr ot arrv',t'l!:lint "t
clialect that carr ne',urjerstoocl by tl[e srrspects) their riohts es follows I

tJ Llllucl >ttrLju .,, " j' I

i The rightto be inforrilecl of tl|re ttatr-tre ancl cattse of ltl...; atrest' 
l

ri The right to renlain silertt 
i

iii. Tl-re riglrt iL a co,.rrrset preferfably of tris cl.toice lf tlre person t-'illl"
afforcl il..".IrJi,=*-or .ounlsel of lris or her clroice iire arte$ttt'tg

officers ""il;;,,"'*toti' 
'li,'nn,urtirt*tv 

coniact the free lbgal

assistancl"lffi ;;;i," r,..[st'h,-,I Bar oithe Philrppines (lBPi of tlre

Ptrblic Attorrrey's C)ifice tnef l 
I

ln case of foreign nationals wtro lpo noi unclerstancl Engli.ul', 
3.','= lt ::=

absence of an inierpreter team leal6jer/arresting officer shoulci st:ii r=afl i'h=

above rights ,nJ'"nr.,,-e that tfrfl-reariing Jf saic] rigiits are prc]erl1'

rlocrtmented I I

t

;) are iliorotrdlrlv searched f:: .Y::-l:']:,i'jl-:):

i r, _1,
tl-,l \}-' | \^-, r]I r: I \,'I .fN\' I I l-\ -I

t
i
!

:

i

Tlre team leacler shoLrld enstlre tnIt tne arrestecl sttspects are safel{ and

effectively takert into cttstrttlv As sfrctr' he is responsiblelllS:t'l: ="\':J::l:
:[;.*ri''i"=,rr,""0 rn orcler\to preve,t escape while i. cusftod'r

However, team teiL;;-i'ii- intt, 
"g"tileration ]'t: ::T]: :1.::: :::ff";:

and if restraint i. upp'optiate wlril{; ttr trans,ort frorn ilre tarciei ves$el io

the patrol u".s*tr#5il":i;;* r"{0"' ffiil tn",y:':^:::::"" '']* j'l:
arresteclsuspeCt(S)aretllolotlqlllySeijlLllEulLJlvVUoyl,l!J.-.1-.,,
,\azardous items/rllterials, whtr-,h |,arr be 1tsed io irrthct hart"l tn theltearn

rnenrbers or anyone in tl"re vicinity I I

The conrmanding.l,frcer o, pur.ol, rn charge should e.srrre ihat Jroper

rjocurmentatiorr rs nrarre on ilre brrest of trre sLispect(si o:, =t'ln:^3rlocutmentatiotr ts ntarle oll llte arresl ol tl lu sLrrP.:Lr'\rr 
, ^:, ^"'I--:^;

comprete recorcr of-arr trre 'Y:lIL,YT'1,.:::?:''l:: i:f i?,t" 'l.iiil" ..]JL-'ii
shor-rld be nracle. The rlocrrmentftion slroLlld inclr'lde the seqite'tF," ni,.,

i l\--i'-



tx.

I

x. A,ll sLlspect(s) while in cLrstody lare the prirrrary responsttlii:iv of

conintancling oificer ot [ret'sotl irr clirarge. As sr"rch, tliey slroLtlo ellStlre

ilre suspect(s) are treaterl irr ar:,cprdarrce witli, estalltished iaws on

l-rr_rTnane treatnrent of sr.rspect(s) white in custody. Basic necessities

as f oocl, water,''-r",-,'t"tion ari,1 iniecticatton 
tf necessary sl'tot-tlc

ptovicled. 
I

y Upon arrival to the nearest port, crlmmanriing :Ti,:::::.1^t]-^tt:il 
t 

:.li
shoLrlcl ensllre that lhe sirspe,:t{lseizecl iternslevtdences are ploI

trtrtted over io cottrpetetit aLrtlrorittep

RESPONSIBILITY: I

I

a. All COs, OlCs attcl Boat Captainslcif Ltnits afloat shail Lre responsibl

tl-re stnci irnplenie.tatioti of tl-rese\ FiOF-. Non-observance or violaitr

these rules shall be tleatt with [iccorclrngly arrd slrall, tpso fat:tc

consiclerecl evicjence of rregligerr,:elin any adnrinistrative proceedittg

t

b All COs, OlCs and Boat Captain{ of 
'rnits 

afloat are iesponsiSle fc

clissemination and proper orientatr{rl of persomel r"ltrder their cotnnra

the clrfferent p[ui=ions of tlre ROE] As sLtctt' rl lnclf T I:::]:]:1

il*on arrest ancl clata on srtLration Specifically, it shorrld rncltt

tha

^td(

the
rch
be

rge
r'ly

for
nof

["re

the
rl or"t

oprc
strali

tlar'.
pon

shor-rlcl be macle Lrlrorr elfectrvrty lrf this c'.ircr-rlar anr1 all pers6lttrel

certify ttrat they have teail arrcl irrr[lerstooci tl].- !'-?uit]?tlt-t-lllt',1:':uultlly Ll ldt tllcy llo\/u ruuLr

neport of comptiance slioLrlcl be r{p.rted to CCGFieet'NLT 30 days
- l-d--,-l-

Il
effectiviiy of this circltlar

!

1]

1.1-!U"i



of
by

al
tl-re

of
by
of

MC

For
ent
lhis

Pler
r iec
ol"l .

;i rct
on
pa

:tet
pa

C(

of

. c0pl
carr ie
ratior

is ci rr

oat o

asp
rclt tctt
asp

anri I

ys
all

t---

Jr,lfl t)

I

I

I

I

I'lewly repoded personnel shorrlp lrkewise be indoctrrrrated (

pruitiont of tl"ris iirt'r-tlal arrtl slroLrlfj certify as sucl't'

All COs, OlCs ancl Boat ()aptairrs c,,lf Llnits afloat shall ensure that cc

ilie ROE should atways be aboarcllttieir vessels atrd shor-rld be cat

the board 
"n,t 

."rr.,t;i;r;,. cluringilre concluct of the actr-tal operat

cGFREG sliall be resltorrsrble 16r tlle proper disseminatio't of lhis'

\s sLrch, they shali con,t,ct a serrl*ar/works.op for all Ltt'tits afloa

i-,rovtsrons r:f saicl nilr rrr"iiu"r,ltt,uv shor-rld i,clLtde thrs RoE at

the progranl of instrrrction lll ally lstlipOoard 
coLlrse ,beirrg 

concltt

that group fn aclortrorr, krrowledglloi ine ROE shor-rld be rrrade a:

the annual ORE concitlcted on all uirrts afloat'
I

cccETC shail incttrcle this nor_ alp part of the POI of cGoc anc

tr arnrnct progranl 
I

ccGFLEET slrall be responsiblp for the proper monitoring

rmplententation of tlrrs R()E 
i

I

RESCISSION: i

g

x.

Hp(lG SOp Nr 02-11 clatecl 15 M[rc,li 201'l (RLrles Of Engagenteril

Maritime l-aw enforcenrent OJrerations') prrct oiher polrcies that are ilrcolrsl

wrtlr this circular are ltereby rescincledluporr approval arrd erfec'tivity of

crrclrla r

XI. EFFECTIVITY:

Tlris Circular is effective
uporr pr-rblication to provicle tinre

concerned.

OFFICIAL

LCDR PCG
Coast Guard Adjutant

BY COMMAND OF VICE AL]MIR LIW"A,G:

Lrp0n ap oval and will be inrPlernettted 30

for its cli ination ancl proper orlerllatloll

ERDII'IAND M \i ELASCO
APT PCG
hief of Coast GuardlStaff


